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Colin Powell Ponders
His Future---------------------Secretary of State skirts questions
about his departure from the Bush
administration

Powell s spokesman has remarked that Powell serves
“at the pleasure of the president.”
WASHINGTON (AP)
- Secretary of State Colin
Powell has been evasive
about his future, skirting
questions about the timing
of his widely-expected
departure after four roughand-tumble
years
as
America's chief diplomat.
In dozens of inter
views, Powell has dis
missed questions about his
plans by saying with a
smile, "I serve at the pleas
ure of the president."
Powell has long been
considered to be a oneterm secretary of state,
irrespective of whether
Bush was re-elected. Spec
ulation has been rife for
months about possible suc
cessors in a second Bush
term. Among those men
tioned are national security
adviser Condoleezza Rice
and U.N. Ambassador John
Danforth.
Last July, Bush sug
gested during an appear
ance in Philadelphia that
he would be happy if
Powell were to remain on.
The remark went virtually
unnoticed by the media but
caught the attention of
Powell aides.
During a September
interview with The Asso
ciated Press, Powell was
asked whether he consid
ered Bush's comment to be
an * invitation for him to
stay on.
"Time will tell. We will

see," Powell replied.
When
asked
last
Wednesday about Powell's
plans, his spokesman,
Richard Boucher, reverted
to the usual language about
"serving at the pleasure of
the president."
One possibility would
be for Powell to stay on for
a brief period until after the
national elections in Iraq,
which are supposed to be
held before the end of
January 2005.
As analysts see it, a
post-Iraq election depar
ture for Powell would
make more sense than one
that could occur just days
before the balloting in Iraq
but after Bush's second
term begins.
At a minimum, Bush's
re-election means a series
of foreign trips Powell
plans will take on a more
serious cast than they
would have if Sen. John
Kerry had prevailed last
Tuesday.
And the Bush victory
means that his own trip to
an Asia-Pacific summit
meeting in Chile before
Thanksgiving will involve
substantive
exchanges
rather than farewell hand
shakes and polite banter.
The 20 or so AsiaPacific leaders invited

Powell
continued on pg. 9
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Celebrated Founder Of The
Pinellas County Urban
League Bids Farewell-----bv Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG For 27 years, James 'Jim'
O. Simmons built a vessel
of change that served many
of those most in need of
help in this community.
Last Saturday, the St.
Petersburg Hilton was the
scene of a retirement cele
bration for the man who
served so long as president
for the Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL).
Before the formal program
began, Simmons stood in
the spacious corridor in a

Simmons has been a
great role model for
community leaders such
as Commissioner Ken
Welch, Rep. Frank
Peterman and City,
Council’s Rene Flowers.

by Tracie Reddick

information about adop

Challenger Correspondent

tions or foster care proce

ST. PETERSBURG In observance of National
Adoption Month, KIN

Ousman Ali, Omali Yeshitela, retiring Pinellas County Urban League President
James O. Simmons, incoming president, Herman Lessard Jr.
photos by Shedrick Rhodes

reflective mood greeting
friends.
"The' most amazing
thing" was getting the local
chapter started; getting it
affiliated with the National
Urban League (NUL) was
"the major thing," Sim
mons said. "The other thing
is just to give birth, life if
you will, to an organization
that will live on long after
I'm gone serving needy
people."
The list of important
programs - including serv
ices for seniors, youth,
housing,and crime preven-

tion - "go on and on." said
Simmons. Rather than sin
gle any program out, he
simply said that knowing
the programs would contin
ue to serve needy people
long after he was gone
"was a great feeling."
Although coy about his
plans for post-retirement,
the hint was that he would
fill his time after Nov. 30
with "things that are close
ly in line with the Urban
League."
Wayne Rock, the direc
tor of field audit for the
NUL, came down with

eight others from the New
York office. Rock praised
Simmons' leadership and
said the PCUL was "one of
the stronger affiliates in
Florida" with state over
sight responsibilities.
Well-wishers included
individual and corporate
members of the PCUL.
Corporate members includ
ed Catherine Crumbs,
Gwen Felder and Evelyn
Gardener of the St.

PCUL
continued on pg. 6

Askia Muhammad Aquil, Executive Director, and Ron Wade, Development
and Construction Services Manager.
“A lot of people don’t
understand or appreciate
the importance and benefits
of homeownership as op
posed to renting,” Aquil
said.
"They think they can’t
do it, because they don’t
have the money or the
credit history or that they
can’t handle the responsi
bility.”
Those are myths that
are dispelled in the upcom
ing workshops.
The Nov. 16 financial
fitness workshop is a 90minute class held over a
series of five weeks. It is
sponsored by Bank of
America, Republic, AmSouth, Southern Exchange,
Wachovia banks and oth
ers.

"We basically act as
cheerleaders for potential
homeowners. We try to get
them pumped up and on
target with their goals,”
said Aquil, who explained
that residents do not have
to be interested in purchas
ing a home to sign-up for
the class. It is designed for
anyone who wants to take
control of their finances.
"Bringing Home the
Dream" is a one-day class
held on Nov. 20 from 8
a.m. until 5 p.m.
"It’s important, be
cause it exposes students to
critical areas related to
buying a home,” said
Aquil, who noted the par
ticipants receive a certifi
cate at the end of the work
shop and receive assistance

in finding a mortgage
lender.
"This is an excellent
program for people who
can’t get a conventional
loan.”
NHS is expanding its
services to assist homeowners who want to keep a
roof over their heads.
Residents who already own
their homes will be able to
borrow money at an afford
able rate for roof repairs.
"It’s still in the plan
ning stage but will be
announced shortly,” Aquil
said.
In the meantime, resi
dents interested in signing
up for the Nov. 16 or Nov.
20 course can call NHS at
(727) 821-6897.

dures.
Also, KINFOLKS will

FOLKS is sponsoring a

announce its Churches for
Children campaign, which

community forum aimed at

is a faith-based movement

raising awareness about

aimed at encouraging con

the over representation of
minority children in the
foster care system.

gregations to reclaim some

The forum will be held
on Nov. 20 from 10 a.m.
until 1 p.m. at the

With New Classes, NHS Helps
Homebuyers Achieve Their
Dreams-----------------------bv Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Give yourself the gift of
financial freedom this holi
day season.
That’s the advice the
St. Petersburg Neighbor
hood Housing Services is
giving to residents who
want to get a tighter grip on
their purse strings.
The first step is signing
up for a Financial Fitness
Workshop, which begins
Nov. 16 and helps people
improve their credit so they
can set goals such as pur
chasing their own home.
A second class is slated
for Nov. 20 and is a stepby-step process of purchas
ing a home and finding
mortgage lenders.
"We want to raise the
bar,” said Askia Muham
mad Aquil, the director of
NHS, a nonprofit agency
that has helped 85 families
a year move into their own
homes since 2001.
"Our goal is to help a
minimum of 100 families a
year become first-time
homebuyers.”
NHS is now recruiting
residents with poor-to-fair
credit, those stuck on the
belief they don’t have any
other housing alternatives
other that paying high rent
to landlords.

Minority Children in
Foster Care Receive
Renewed Attention
With KINFOLKS-

of the thousands of minori
ty children languishing in
the foster care system.
Nationally, there are

Sanderlin Family Center,

542,000 foster care chil
dren in the United States

2335 -22nd Ave. S.

and 126,000 are available

"This is a great oppor

for adoption.

tunity for people interested

In Florida, more than

in adopting or fostering a

4,600 children in foster
care are available for adop

child to come out and leam
about the process,” said
Winnie Foster, a board

tion. Half of the children in

member of KINFOLKS,

national and state level are

which stands for “Kids In
Need of Families Offering

African American.
Last year, Gov. Jeb

Love, Kindness & Sup

Bush and the Department

port.” The agency special
izes in the recruitment of

of Children & Families
launched the initiative "No

minority foster families.

Place Like Home" to find

St. Petersburg Times
Editorial Writer Eric Deggans, an adoptive parent, is

families for foster children.

a guest speaker at the
forum, along with Pinellas

Florida’s families and we

County

by opening our hearts and
our homes to Florida’s

School

Board

member Nancy Bostock,
who is a transracial adop
tive parent.

foster care on both a

"One of my top priori
ties is to strengthen
can all make a difference

children,” Governor Bush
said. "We are committed to

Transracial adoptions -

finding the right home for

in which people adopt chil
dren outside of their own

each child waiting for a
family.

race or ethnicity - is the

"Our ‘No Place Like

topic of a panel discussion

Home’ campaign, and the

titled, "Who Should Adopt
African American Chil

new programs that will
become an important part

dren?”

of DCF’s ongoing adoption

In addition, the forum

initiative will help us find

will have a representative

permanent, loving homes

from the Sarasota YMCA,

for the children who need

which is now heading the
privatization of foster care

them.”
For more information

and adoptions in Pinellas

about the forum, call the

County. Residents can ask

Sojourner Truth Center at

questions about the status

(727) 895-8037.

of old cases or receive

The Submit twins,
Herman ana
Sherman, speak at
Mt Men
Progressive.
see page 5

CODPECTION
In the 11-04 edition, the photo caption for the
"Breaking the Cycle of Domestic Violence"
should have read; Clarissa Hersey James,
CASA residential director and WOCC presi
dent; SPPD Assistant Chief Luke Williams,
and CASA worker and WOCC advocate
Crystal McFadden.
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will continue to lose.
The Republicans don’t
care who you are, what
party you belong to or what
your mama’s name is, if
you can get Bush and other
Republicans votes, they
will hire you. Don’t take
my word for it, look at the
campaign records and see
all of the Florida Demo
crats that provided services
for the President.
Democrats must do
what it takes to win! If you
are grossly wrong on the
moral issues, you’ll lose. If
you’re wrong on econom
ics or politics, you will
lose. If you hire consultants
that don’t have a clue how
the masses feel about cer-

tain issues, you will lose.
Anyway, for the next
couple of columns I’ll be
explaining how Black folks
in their election ignorance
put some dirty low down
dogs in office by not think
ing about the candidates
and just running to the
polls and voting for every
Democrat. No disrespect to
good Democratic candi
dates, but there are good
and bad members of al
political parties and my
people should know that
and realize that.

The Gantt Report
by Lucius Gantt
Was it a year ago when
I declared I knew who
would win the election for
United States President?
Yes, it was at least that long
ago. What about the elec
tion in 2006 when Dem
ocrats will try to replace
Florida Governor Jeb Bush
with a rich Democrat? I’ll
tell you now, if they use the
same, strategists, the same
strategy and treat their
most loyal supporters as
second class voters, the
result will be the same...a
devastating Democratic
Party loss!
I’m not going to go on
and on about why Demo
cratic candidates continue

to lose because it makes me
sick to write about it but I
will say a few things for
you to think about.
First, I’d like to con
gratulate all of the winners,
even President Bush, and
especially Morris Young,
the newly elected first
African-American Sheriff
in predominately Black
Gadsden County, Florida.
Now for the comments
all of you who love Demo
crats more than your broth
ers and sisters need to hear:
The Democratic Party
Florida election strategy
was wrong, the message
was wrong, the vendors
were wrong, the timing was
wrong and actions were

taken for the worst of rea
sons.
Starting with the last
observation, The Democra
tic Party has lost sight of
the "cause." You participate
in contended elections to
win. You play to win the
game!
Democrats don’t want
to win, they want to suck
up to each other! The peo
ple hired to generate votes
for Democratic candidates
are not hired because they
are successful vote genera
tors, they are hired because
they can be controlled by
whoever is doling out the
money.
If the big white Demo
cratic boss says give all of

the soft money to Jesse
Jackson, (they) will say,
"Yeah Boss, if you love
Jesse Jackson, we love
Jesse Jackson.’
No one in the Demo
cratic Party has guts to say,
"Jesse you can’t draw flies
to an election outhouse.
You can’t influence voters
like you once did. And, you
need to sit down and let
Black professionals influ
ence and motivate Black
and other voters."
As long as those like
Kerry and Edwards control
the Democratic Party, Jesse
Jackson, Sharpton, Curry
and people like them will
always get all of the
money. And Democrats

Contact Lucius at theganttreport@ Comcast, net.

Liberals Have Nothing to Offer But Lies and Fear
bv Mvchal Massie
A New Visions
Commentary
Liberals have begun
accusing President Bush of
having a secret plan to call
up more National Guard
and Reserve forces after the
election, and they are plant
ing the idea that it is a pre
cursor to a renewed draft.
Pentagon spokesman
Lt. Col. Chris Rodney
refutes the initial claim,
explaining, "There is no
force increase that is ex
pected." Quite simply, the
Army is rotating the same
number of soldiers into
Iraq that will be leaving
over the next six months.
Additionally, the units ex
pected to be mobilized for
this rotation already have
been notified.
A spokesman for the
President called this a
"conspiracy theory" that is
"completely irresponsible."
I see it as a purposeful dis
tortion of the truth, but not

out of character for most
liberals these days.
I believe these asser
tions are a plan to scare
people into thinking they or
their loved ones will be
drafted, and marched off to
fight and die in Iraq. It's a
misrepresentation of what's
going on over there, and
the most brazen attempt yet
Congressman Charles
to politicize our national
Rangel is one of those
security policy.
who initially supported
reinstating the draft.
In Columbia, S.C., the
Associated Press reported Auliffe brazenly politicked
that the state Democrat about the draft. According
Party effort to sign up new to local resident Martin
voters mixed images of a Cameron: "He speculated
military draft notice with a about the draft. He wasn't
voter registration form, asked about it. He brought
calling on people to make a it out, implanting fear."
choice between the two.
There is some truth to
The unambiguous message draft rumors, but it's not
being: Support the Presi what you think. Congress
dent and you'll likely see a man Charles Rangel (Dnew draft.
NY) and Senator Ernest
While visiting high Hollings (D-SC) - liberal
school students in Ports lawmakers - are responsi
mouth, New Hampshire, ble for the legislation to
Democrat National Com reinstating the draft that
mittee chairman Terry Mc- often is mentioned as the

"smoking gun." Their bills with less corruption and ously presumed, will res
were introduced in January breakdowns than con onate with the MTV/colof 2003, and saw little scripts."
lege crowd being brain
movement until Repub
During our conversa washed by largely insur
lican leaders in the House tion, he added: "Conscrip gent professors teaching
recently brought Rangel's tion defies America's own their own jaundiced politi
bill up for a vote to make traditions - a draft military cal positions. It will also
the liberals put up or shut is problematic, because the resonate among young
up. When faced with hav men and women have short blacks who have been
ing to actually vote for a service tours, then leave. inculcated from birth to
draft rather than dema They come with no [mili believe conservatives such
gogue over it, Rangel voted tary] skills and the cost of as those in the current
against his own bill.
retraining new draftees White House are evil white
James Jay Carafano, a every two years further im men out to suppress them.
25-year veteran of the pacts a military that has And women.
armed forces and a senior suffered a decade of inade
They are returning to
research fellow in defense quate funding."
the familiar and well-worn
and homeland security at
But that notwithstand pages of the liberal play
The Heritage Foundation, ing, liberals are ratcheting book, under the topic how
told me: "Any official is up the rhetoric of sugges to make people afraid and
horrified at the very sug tive lies and scurrilous incite hatred by the Satanic
gestion" of a renewed draft. innuendo to scare the pub use of lies, half-truths, fear
In his article "Draft Rein lic and gain support.
mongering and race-bait
statement is a Bad Idea," he
Americans still support ing.
wrote, "Nearly every ex the Bush Administration's
Mychal S. Massie, a
member
of the black leader
pert who studies the [draft strategy in the war on terror
ship network Project 21, is an
vs. volunteer army] issue and the liberation of Iraq.
op-ed
columnist
with
concludes that all-volun- So, when all else fails, the WorldNetDaily.com and talkteer-or professional mili- liberals seem willing to radio host on Rightalk.com.
taries perform more effi resort to scare tactics. The Comments may be sent to
ciently, more bravely and threat of a draft, it is obvi- MychalMassie @ aol. com.

Election 2004
bv Bernice Powell Jackson
My name is Bernice
Powell Jackson - and I
don’t approve this mes
sage. I don’t approve this
message of fear which was
projected across this nation
by both political parties
and many candidates. In
Ohio, where I live, we were
inundated morning, noon
and night with television
and radio and telephone
and newspaper commer
cials. Underlying many of
these ads were messages of
fear - fear the terrorists,
fear gay and lesbian peo
ple, fear what the other
party will do to your social
security.
It was difficult to hear
a word of hope amidst the
fear. Every so often a light
would shine in the darkness
of the political world - like
the light of Barack Obama.
Obama spoke a message of
hope, of confidence in a
future which could include
an African American U.S.
Senator with a name as

unlikely as his. Obama
will be only the third
African American in the
U.S. Senate since Recon
struction and is the son of a
Kenyan father and a EuroAmerican mother. Having
spent much of his youth
growing up in Hawaii,
Obama lived multi-culturalism and has embraced
both parts of his heritage.
His message was one of
confidence in our nation
and hope for the future.
What a breath of freshness.
I don’t approve the
message that gay and les
bian persons are not wel
come in Ohio, as evidenced
by an amendment to the
Ohio Constitution which
denies them legal status for
their relationships. It also
will impact heterosexual
couples who live together,
it may well threaten their
health care insurance and
other benefits. Ten other
states passed similar anti
gay initiatives.
I don’t approve the

Urban League
President Marc Morial
has criticized the fact
that there were no jour
nalists of color hosting
any of the three presi
dential debates.
message that it is just fine
for hundreds of millions of
dollars to be spent on pres
idential and congressional
election campaigns. Both
parties chose to circumvent
campaign finance reform
laws which many had
hoped would curb the
power of rich corporations,
unions and lobbyists.
Instead, loopholes were
jumped through and both

presidential
campaigns life instead of death.
chose to turn down federal
I don’t approve of the
election monies in order to message which almost ig
avoid the restrictions nored the realities of many
which would apply. Much cities and many rural areas
of this money was used to across the nation. National
place those ads of fear on Urban League President
television, which ran con Marc Morial criticized the
stantly in key battleground fact that there were no
states.
women or people of color
I don’t know what the journalists hosting any of
final tally of these cam the three presidential de
paign dollars will be, but I bates. Indeed, Gwen Ifill,
expect that our nation who hosted the vice presi
could fund health care for dential debate, asked the
every child with those dol only question which men
lars or give much-needed tioned HIV/AIDS , which
dollars to many school sys is ravaging communities of
tems across the nation color. While the Kerry
which desperately need the campaign often talked afunds in order to survive. bout jobs, especially jobs
In Cleveland, now the being taken overseas, little
poorest city in the nation, was said about creating
the public school levy for jobs within the inner cities
Cleveland public schools or training workers for jobs
failed and new lay-offs are in new technologies. This
imminent, joining the thou presidential campaign al
sand school employees laid most ignored the rise in the
off earlier this year. An numbers of the poor and
infusion of those campaign the decline in affordable
dollars in Cleveland public housing across the nation.
schools might have meant
I don’t approve the

message that moral values
are only about gay mar
riage and abortion and not
about working an illegal
and unfounded war or
about economic justice for
our nation’s poor. I don’t
approve the message that
moral values do not include
welcoming the immigrant
or releasing those unjustly
imprisoned.
Our nation needs jus
tice. Our nation needs
peace. Our nation needs
healing. That’s the only
message I approve.
Bernice Powell Jackson
is the executive minister of the
Justice and Witness Ministries
of the United Church of Christ
and serves as one of the five
officers of the denomination.
She has been an activist on
behalf of civil rights, women’s
rights and human rights
issues around the world for
more than a quarter of a cen
tury.
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Southwest Florida
Man Charged with
Holding Up Special
Olympics Bus------ELLENTON,
Fla.
(AP) — A motel manager
was charged with holding
up a bus of Special,Olym
pics athletes at gunpoint
after a dispute about where
the group should disem
bark from the bus, deputies
said.
John Embry, 47, was
charged with aggravated
assault and false imprison
ment, according to the
Manatee County Sheriffs
Office. He was held with
out bond Sunday at the
Manatee County jail.
Embry, manager of the
Sleep Inn, held the bus at
gunpoint for 10 minutes
Friday evening while the
19 athletes - ranging in age
from 8 to 22 - lay on the
floor of the bus for their
safety, the sheriffs office
said. Nine adult chaper
ones were also on the bus.
The
athletes
had
returned to the hotel to

change for a dance, dinner
and awards ceremony fol
lowing Friday's competi
tion.
Arnie Dugan, vice pre
sident of public relations
for Special Olympics
Florida, said one person
was taken to Manatee Me
morial Hospital complain
ing of unrelated chest
pains after the incident.
"Of course all of our
coaches and chaperones
had our athletes get down
behind the seats and called
911," Dugan said. "The
vast majority of the ath
letes didn't know what was
going on. The adult chap
erones were more shaken
up."
An employee at the ‘
Sleep Inn said no one at
the hotel could comment.
Special
Olympians
from Florida participated
Friday and Saturday in
Ellenton.

The Weekly Challenger
Welcomes Your Articles and
Pictures of Community
Interest Events

Neighborhood University
Meeting Focuses on
Community Collaboration

Medicaid Symposium Invites
Public Discussion With
Government Officials---------------

The topic at the Sara
sota County Neighborhood
University program on
Tuesday, Nov. 30, from 7-9
p.m. in the Board of Coun
ty Commission Chamber,
1660 Ringling Blvd., Sar
asota, is "How can devel
opers and neighborhoods
work together?" The Coun
ty Planning and Develop
ment staff explores the
planning and developing
stages of a project, as well
as the concerns of the de
veloper and the neighbor
hood. The workshop will
assist understanding the

The Nonprofit Re
source Center and the
Community Alliance of
Sarasota County invite you
to attend and participate in
a local symposium to dis
cuss the proposed waiver
to restructure Medicaid in
Florida. Changes could
have serious implications
to Medicaid beneficiaries,
providers, and the state’s
health care system. This is
a rare opportunity to hear
from those closely con
nected to the issues!
The workshop will be
held on Monday, Nov. 22
from 1:30-5 p.m. at the
Community Foundation of
Sarasota County, Leila &
Michael Gompertz Build
ing, located at 2635 Fruit-

ville Rd., Sarasota (registration/networking begins
at lp.m). The event is free
and open to the public;
however, advanced regis
tration is required by
Friday, Nov. 19.
Symposium Topics/
Speakers: Representative
from Florida Agency for
Health Care Administra
tion and Joan Alker,
Georgetown University
Health Policy Institute,
Washington D.C. Follow
ing the keynote speakers, a
moderated panel discus
sion comprised of local
stakeholders will take
place. Panelists include:
Commissioner
Nora
Patterson, Board of County
Commissioners; Bill Little,

Sarasota County Health
and Human Services;
Peggy Connell, Children’s
Haven and Adult Com
munity
Services;
Dr.
Christine Cauffield, Coast
al Behavioral Healthcare;
Bob Carter, Senior Friend
ship Centers; Mike Rolph,
Sarasota Memorial Health
care System; and Sarah
Gorman, Sarasota County
Healthy Start Coalition.
Visit www.suncoastnonprofits.org for further in
formation or to register.
To register, please con
tact the Nonprofit Re
source Center by calling
(941) 556-7106 or visit
them online at www.suncoastnonprofits.org.

few simple steps:
• Cover your nose and
mouth with a tissue when
you cough or sneeze. Dis
pose of used tissues in a
waste container and wash
hands with soap and water
afterwards.
• Clean hands often
with soap and water, or an
alcohol-based hand clean
ser.
• Avoid touching your
eyes, nose or mouth.

• Stay home when you
are sick and keep sick chil
dren home.
• Avoid close contact
with people who are ill, if
possible.
• Do not share eating
utensils, drinking glasses,
towels or other personal
items.
For more information
about the availability of flu
vaccinations, contact the
Sarasota County Health

Department’s Flu Informa
tion Line at (941) 8612800 or visit any of these
websites: www.scgov.net,
www.findsarasota.com or
the Florida Department of
Health website at www.
doh.state.fl.us and click on
"Fight the Flu!"

process and concerns of
development in existing
neighborhoods.
Sarasota County Plan
ning and Development
Services staff will explain
the rules from the local,
state and federal perspec
tives and the mandates and
regulations dictating much
of the development pro
cess. Neighborhood repre
sentatives will discuss the
processes
they
went
through during recent proj
ects in their neighbor
hoods. Participants leam
about the development

processes and the develop
ers’ perspective on com
pleting a project in Sara
sota County.
The goal of the work
shop is to achieve a part
nership between the coun
ty, the neighborhood and
the developer. The public
is invited to attend, reser
vations requested. For re
servations or more infor
mation, contact Casey
Pilon at (941) 861-5827 or
by e-mail at cpilon@
scgov.net.

Sarasota County Flu Shot
Update - No Appointments
Available----------------------- ------Residents are advised
that there are no more ap
pointments available for
flu shots. Prior to noon on
Wednesday, Nov. 3, more
than 1,500 people called
the Sarasota County Health
Department and Senior
Friendship Centers for ap
pointments for flu shots.
This followed the an
nouncement that the health
department had received its
first shipment of influenza

vaccine for adults. Flu
shots will be given to highrisk adults who have an ap
pointment this week. The
health department expects
to receive additional ship
ments of vaccine but offi
cials are unsure of the
quantity and the timeframe.
In the meantime, residents
are advised to check with
their health care provider
about whether they have
received flu vaccine.

As a reminder, certain
individuals are at greater
risk of developing lifethreatening pneumonia, a
flu-related complication.
Ask your doctor if you
should receive a pneumo
nia vaccine. There is no
shortage of pneumonia
vaccine this year.
In addition to vaccina
tion, the risk of contracting
respiratory infections can
be reduced by following a

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Pinellas County
School
News in Brief
The annual reorganiza
tion meeting of the
Pinellas County School
Board, in which the chair
man and vice chairman for
the upcoming year are
selected, is scheduled for 9
a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 16, in
the conference hall of the
administration building,
301 Fourth St. SW, Largo.
Janet R. Clark, the new
school board member, will
take her seat at that time.
The board will meet in reg
ular session at 10 a.m., fol
lowed by a workshop.
The only agenda item
for the 10 a.m. meeting
involves setting the salary
of school board members
at $37,631, a 1.47 percent
increase over the previous
year, as recommended by
the Florida School Boards
Association Compensation
Commission.
For more information,
contact Ron Stone, associ
ate superintendent for

Churches COnnect With St. Petersburg Chapter Of Links, Inc.

human resources and pub
lic affairs at (727) 5886273.
***
The Council for Ex
ceptional Children Chapter
176 Auction is scheduled
for Thursday, Nov. 18, at
Temple B’nai Israel, 1685
Belcher Road N. The
social and silent auction
begin at 5:30 p.m. with the
live auction scheduled for
7 p.m. There is no admis
sion charge, and the com
munity is invited. Items to
be auctioned include gift
certificates, small appli
ances, fine art, gift baskets
and more. The auction
benefits the Debbie Kaeser
Camp Scholarship Fund,
which provides summer
camp scholarships for ex
ceptional education stu
dents in Pinellas County.
For more information,
contact Carol Dinsdale at
(727) 536-9328.

dent; Terri Lipsey Scott,
International Trends Com
mittee Chair and the entire
membership of the St.
Petersburg Chapter of
Links, Inc., express their
gratitude to Pastor Brown
and St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, Pastor
Davis and Unity Temple,
Pastor Evans and Friend
ship Missionary Baptist
Church, Pastor Hodge and
Word of Life Fellowship,
Pastor Senior and New

Yves Morrency. On Nov. 3,
the group filled a 25-foot
moving truck to capacity
with gifts of food, clothing,
water, soap and countless
other requested needs. The
culmination of the Haitian
Relief effort was on Nov. 5,
when the members of the
St. Petersburg Chapter of
Links filled a trunk with
undergarments for ladies
and children and items of
personal hygiene.
Mozell Davis, presi

ST. PETERSBURG Seven local churches re
sponded to a request by the
St. Petersburg Chapter of
Links when they proclaim
ed the fifth Sunday in Oc
tober "Haitian Relief Day."
The event brought to mind
the familiar verse from
Malachi 3:10: "Bring ye all
the tithes into the store
house, that there may be
meat in mine house, and
prove me now herewith,
saith the Lord of hosts, if I
will not open you the win
dows of heaven, and pour
you out. a blessing, that

The Haitian Relief Team
there shall not be room
enough to receive it." This
was certainly the case
when the members of the
International Trends com
mittee of the St. Petersburg
Chapter of Links set out to
collect the donations re
ceived from participating
churches.
The generosity of pa
rishioners was overwhelm
ing. The Links never imag
ined their request would be
met by so many cheerful
givers.
Links
Mozell
Davis, Dana Battle and
Terri Lispey Scott were

overcome with joy and ex
citement on the evening of
Nov. 1, as they were
amazed by the numerous
gifts that had been gath
ered. These members were
forced to regroup and enlist
the assistance of other
committee members to
include Links
Nancy
Bryant, Bonnie Davis,
Mendee Ligon and June
Peterman. They also called
Upon members of the Hai
tian Alliance of Tampa
Bay, facilitated by Andy
Numa and local physicians
Drs. Frederic Guerrier and

Hope Missionary Baptist
Church, Pastor Sykes and
Bethel Community Baptist
Church and Elder Welch
and Prayer Tower Church
of God in Christ. The
efforts of this partnership
provided tons of relief to
Haiti and the organization
is truly grateful.
Those interested in
making donations may
contact Andy Numa of the
Haitian Alliance of Tampa
Bay at (813) 241-6669.

BethuneBookman
College

Florida

A&M
University

C
November 18-20, 2004

Offiaal Events and Activities ------------------------------------Ulanday, N«v. 18,2H4
The Walt Disney WorId Florida Oassit Presidents

The Florida Classic Pre-Game Concert,

Scholarship Gala

• 10fl0PM;Tinker FieId/Gtrus Bowl

♦ &00 PM Jazz & Celebrity Reception; Disney's
Contemporary Hotel,Fantasia Ballroom G

Saturday, Nevember 21,2004

♦ 700 PM dinner/program @ Disney's
Contemporary Hotel,

Third Annual Piano Recital
Puts Young Talent on Display

how can you keep
a kid off drugs?
The truth is, a little of your time can make a lifetime
of difference. Because kids with something to do
are less likely to do drugs. You can help. For more
information on drug prevention programs in your
community, call or visit:

1877 KIDS 313
www.youcanheipkids.org

ST. PETERSBURG Come out and enjoy a
wonderful afternoon as the
piano students of Dorothy
J. Jenkins perform their
third annual concert, which
takes place on Sunday,
Nov. 14 at 3 p.m. These 23
students are aged five
years old and up. Jenkins’
most recent student has
been with her for three
months; another has been

with her for as long as five
years. This third public
performance will be held at
Lakewood United Meth
odist Church, 5995 Dr.
M.L. King St. S.
The participating stu
dents are Ebony Bell, Don
na Bean, Brandon Sweat,
Deja Brown, Sherice John
son, Barbara J NeaL, Kamilah Williams, Shachaamah Brown, Janice Col-

quitt, Jazmine Mason; Lynandra Smith, Lakayla
Smith, Jessica Smith, Shaina James, Eunique Jackson, Christopher Lampley,
Bennie Smith, Julius Si
mon, Samuel Faucette IV,
Brittany Taliaferro, Luke
Taylor, Jarrett Colquitt,
and Kiona Anderson.
Jerrod Douse will also
contribute a sax solo to the
performance.

The Presidents High School Recruitment Fain
(for high sthooI juniors and seniors)

Frldtqr, November 1», 2M4

Q

• 11:00 am; Separate Venues for BCC & FAMU/T8D)

The Florida Classic Experience GoIf Challenge

Florida Classic Experience Fanfare

♦ 8:00AM; MetroWest Country Club

• WflQAMJinker Field/Citrus Bowl

) The Florida CIassic Coadies Luncheon presented by

The BellSouth Corporate "taiIgate’VilIage

Smokey Bones Bar-B-Que Restaurant

presented By Hennessy

• 12:00 Noon;Tinker FieId/Citrus Bowl

• 11:00AM; linker Field/Citrus Bowl

) The Walt Disney World Florida Classic

The 24th Annual Walt Disney World Florida

Steppin'InTheParlr.

Classic Football Game presented by State Farm

• 3:00PM; Magic Kingdom Park

•4:00PM; Citrus Bowl

The Florida Classic Experience State Farm Battle

The Florida Classic Experience Grown FoIks Night

of the Bands Festival of Champions,

Presented by Frontline Promotions

• 700 PM; TO Waterhouse Center.

Doors open at lOdX) PM and the party flows

The Florida Classic Experience"Pep Ratty'&Jam -

until 300 AM.
1000PM; House of Blues/ Downtown Disney

"The Stomp Down Ff 0-Town",
• 7.00 PMJinker Field

www.flclaissic.com
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TAMPA BAY AREA
RECOLLECTIONS

ST. PETERSBURG On Nov. 17 from 10 a.m. to
noon, a training program
will be offered at the
Enoch Davis Center (1111
l8th Ave. S.) that is avail
able to help parents en
hance their child’s educa
tion. A collaboration be
tween the NAACP, Front
by Frances Pinckney

April 1994, an aggres
sive virus chased, caught

ing my pathetic self of the
“pity pot.” Thank you,

me, and landed me in the
hospital unable to walk.

Paulette. I love you! My
friends Vera and Bobby

Severe pains and cramps
took over my body for the

Elliot visited while my sis

third weeks - limited,
painful
ambulation.

She just walks in and starts
doing whatever needs to be

Outpatient treatment of a
very strong antibiotic was
prescribed via I.V. after the

done. She and Bobby are
very spiritual and active
members of Mt. Zion
Progressive Baptist Church.

starting with swollen ankles
which
progressed
and
impaired. I had to undergo

name a few, and finally a

pray with me and help out in
my recent move. My long
time friend, Lezada, my role
model as a social worker
and now a role model in
keeping the faith, no matter
what, indeed girlfriend, “It
is well...”
Not to

forget

frequently during my ill
ness: “No matter how

his teaching job and comes
to make sure that I have

straight the gate; how
charged with punishment

food and drink, and does

Indeed, it did matter
how severe the pain and the
overwhelming helpless and

leaving his second job and
makes sure that I’m all
right. He assures me that it
is all in God’s plan for him
to take care of me. His
deceased mom would be

came me all too often. I did
not feel master or captain of
anything, and I called and

proud. I am both proud and

cried out tq the Lord way
into the night.

son are so used to me being

We are hopeful that

went through a period of

some of the damage will be
reversed. I am reassured by

disbelief. I could see the
welling of tears in her eyes

the doctor that treatment

when I was going through a

will halt further progression
of the neuropathy.

there for me, scheduling and

thankful.
My daughter and grand

tough time. She has been
driving me to appointments
with her husband, Erik,

I’m feeling better, more

lending support. She has

positive and hopeful; look

lamented time after time

ing forward to the healing of
body, mind and spirit.

when I’m being negative,

I extend heartfelt appre

“Ma, you’ve got to get your
faith back,” and my nine-

ciation to Mrs. Johnson,
publisher/owner of The

year-old grandson continues
to amaze me with his spiri

Weekly

and

tuality. He insisted that I

staff for their concern and

needed my guardian angel

prayers.

Johnson

pin at the hospital. He

recently called and spoke

couldn’t find that, but he

with me at length with

brought me a crucifix!

Mrs.

uplifting and encouraging

I express thanks to all of

words. I saved a message on

the other friends and family

my voice-mail from Mrs.
Shirley Morgan, a caring

who call and keep me lifted
up in prayer. I thank you

Christian woman. I have lis

Margaret for putting me in

tened to her inspiring words
often when I needed a lift of
spirit.

touch with the Unity Prayer

My

sister,

Rasheed Hall, Kajuan Jones and Eric Harvey
enjoy their Bayflite experience.

active and on the go, they

side of the mountain,” but

Challenger,

HEALTH CENTER

whatever needs to be done.
He comes by at night after

hopeless feeling that over

I am still on the “rough

The forum provided an opportunity for both adults and children to learn more about healthy lifestyles.

my

nephew, Kenny, who leaves

my fate, I am the captain of
my soul.”

Men.

friend Paula who called to

poem of faith and courage

the scroll, I am the master of

He-Motions
Even Strong Men
Struggle

Progressive, for calling and

bone marrow test (a harsh
and painful procedure) and

I have read Henley’s

eye-opening insights for
greater intimacy and heal
ing in your relationships.
Take the He-Motions jour
ney with him, and relate to
the men you love. It will
bring you closer together
and closer to God.
***

ter advised me.
Thanks to Rev. Louis
Murphy, pastor of Mt. Zion
praying with me; also, my

cornered and treatment be
gan just this weekend.

by Tangela Murph

“Surround
yourself
with several Veras,” my sis

many serious tests: MRI,
EKG, EMG, and C-scans to

a biopsy of a nerve ending
in the area of the right ankle.
The virus was at long last

vided by Pinellas County
School advocates.
For more information,
please
contact
Elder
Martin Rainey by phone at
(727) 866-2589, by fax at
(727) 866-6253, or email
at Mrainey390@ aol.com.

Vera is my cheerleader, bub
bling over with love and joy.

later, an elusive virus started
to play havoc on my body

tions, retentions, disci
pline, ESE placement, sus
pensions, expulsions, and
other educational issues.
This training opportu
nity is available for you to
leam the skills of advocat
ing for parents and chil
dren in the community.
The training will be pro-

ter was here, bringing words
of encouragement and gifts.

between the second and

virus was identified.
April 2004, ten years

Porch and the Minister’s
Fellowship, this opportuni
ty serves as a way of not
only assisting parents, but
schools and the community
as well. Advocacy training
will provide ways of sup
porting and empowering
parents when responding
to concerns on: promo-

Out and About at the African
American Health Forum-------

Chasing An Elusive
Virus----------------------

following three weeks. I
started to walk again

BOOK REVIEW

Parental Advocacy Training
Opportunity Now Available-

Line and keeping me sup
plied with fresh fruit.

Paulette,

Thank God for all bless

came to stay with me a week
(she resides in Tallahassee).

ings, big and small! By the

She was a whirlwind of joy

virus will be banished and I

and goodwill, setting my

shall be renewed in body,

apartment in order and pry

soul and spirit!

grace of God, the elusive

ST. PETERSBURG—
On Saturday, Nov. 6,
Bayfront Medical Center
hosted
their
Seventh
Annual African American
Health Forum. With the
theme, "A Celebration of
Health," the free event,
held at the Johnnie Ruth
Clarke Health Center,
focused on healthy living
for the entire family.
Registration began at
7:30 a.m., the rest of the
day’s activities included
free health screening for
blood pressure and choles
terol, as well as blood
sugar and vision testing.
Screenings were pro
vided by: the National
Black Nurses Association,
Office of Minority Health
at Pinellas County Health
Department and Sickle
Cell Disease Association
of America (St. Petersburg
Chapter), Pfizer, Drs.
Nancy
Bryant
and

Deborah Flanagan, and
Alcon Laboratories.

Myron Mills of Omega Psi Phi, Corey Henderson
with the Pathfinders, and Brittany Clarke of
Exquisite Gems were in attendance.
photos by Shedrick Rhodes

Have You Been Injured In A Car Accident?
Were You Hurt?

• Need Your Car Fixed?

Need A Good Doctor And
Someone Who Will Properly
Document Your Case?

• Need A Ride To The Doctor?
• Friendly and Courteous Staff
Members

If You Answered YES To Any Of These Questions,
Then You Need To Call Me Now!!
“Having been in several acci
dents myself, I know just what
to do to get the best results for
you!!!”
Before You Sign Gp With Anyone
Else, Call Me. My Services Are
FREE
And Can Help You From Making
A Costly Mistake!

Brain Builders
Crossword Puzzles
St. Petersburg’s very
own author Charles D.
Shorter, Jr. is known by
many. He is a professor
emeritus at St. Petersburg
College. He retired in
1997, having taught for 34
years. He is a member pf
Alpha Phi Alpha Frater
nity.
Shorter started using
crossword puzzles from
various publications as
learning activities in his
class to stimulate the over
all interest in the broad
areas of Social Studies and
Communications. Later, he
began writing his own
crossword puzzles for his
political science classes.
This type of crossword
puzzle offers a great op
portunity for the general
public to try and do.
Shorter states, “Many of
our citizens do not attempt
to do crosswords. They are
overwhelmed by their
complexity. They fear fail
ure. This approach to
vocabulary
building
should eliminate most of
the fear and anxieties pos
sessed by most people.”
I have found this book
to be fun, incredibly em
powering, thought-provok
ing, and an enhancement
to the vocabulary.
Show your support for
our very own by purchas
ing your copy today!
These books are avail
able at: Reader’s Choice
Book Store, 4301 34th St.
S., Suite 102, outside
storefront at the MaxiMall; down the sidewalk
from the produce store;
open 7 days a week; phone
(727) 867-3696.

MICHELLE B. PATTY
READ THE CHALLENGER BEFORE
IT HITS THE NEWS STANDS.

St Petersburg, FL Location

There “Is A “Reason
T*? “React The Wee tty
Chattenger!

Do you find it difficult
to express how you feel
and what you need in your
personal relationships? Do
you wonder what God’s
plan is for you? Do you
wonder why it seems diffi
cult to get the support and
encouragement you need
from your wife?
Men often feel the
pressure of fulfilling many
roles in life: husband,
father, son, businessman,
member of the church
community, etc.
If you’re longing for
your life to matter, if you
long to know who you
really are inside with a
confidence that transcends
the title on your door, the
physical condition of your
body, the number on your
bank statement, and the
size of the house you live
in, then prepare to change.
Prepare to have your hope
rekindled that you are so
much more than who you
feel like at present.
T.D. Jakes comes to
your aid with Biblical •
insight to help you under
stand your own needs for
emotional and spiritual
support. This candid, noholds-barred book looks at
sexuality, spirituality, and
seldom mentioned but
extremely important emo
tions that shape success in
every area of a man’s life,
using examples from his
own life, as well as from
the lives of the thousands
of men he has counseled.
Leam how to move from
struggle to success, from
victim to victory.
Ladies.
“He-Motions” is also
for you. This book is great
for women seeking to
comprehend and care for
the men in their, lives. It
helps you decode the
sometimes baffling behav
ior of men and provides

Doctor's Pain Management
260 34th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 322-6111

Tampa Office
(813 495-3702

VISIT
WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
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With A Newly Formed Chapter, ‘BIG’ Focuses
on Black Economic Empowerment and
Networking---------------------------------------------------

BIG Region IV Council
President, Dr. Doris
Sartor
by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Editor
TAMPA BAY - Curi
ous about the steps to take
in buying a home? In
terested in finding out
about the loopholes to fi
nancing and tax payments?
These kind of issues
were the focus as the local
chapter of an organization
known as Black in Gov
ernment (BIG) held their
first public symposium.
Sponsored by Bank of
America, the Homebuyer
Workshop was held Nov. 6
at the St. Petersburg Times
building, offered as a free
informational session open
to the public.
Three account execu
tives from Bank of Amer
ica (Sam Davis, Jack
Murphy, and Brian Tucker)
were available to present
on home buying and own
ership topics; the Regional
Council President of BIG,
Dr. Doris Sartor, was a fea
tured speaker as well.
So what exactly is
BIG? BIG (www.bignet
.org) is a national project
that became incorporated
in 1976, described as "the
only organization dedicat
ed to the interests of
African American public
servants." "We represent 3
million African Americans
in the government," said
Sartor.
Centered in advocate
reform, BIG’s aims range
from researching issues
affecting the government
workplace such as racial

Bank of America account executives Brian Tucker, Jack Murphy and
Sam Davis

The ‘Subway Twins’ Make an
Appearance at Mt. Zion
Progressive------------------------------

Seminar participant
Tina Sinclair
Herman and Sherman Smith have lost a combined 215 pounds.

Members of the newly formed BIG Bay Area Chapter are looking forward to the progressive changes
they can make in the community,
discrimination and affirma rently there are about 10 community program, Jack call (727) 278-6199.
tive action employment, to members.
and Jill. "We are all about
professional development
"We’re hoping to es educating our teens about
graining, to being a means tablish and recruit in our economic empowerment,"
of community outreach in local communities, and said the group’s president,
fighting drug abuse, teen provide some diversity," Lorraine Mayfield-Brown.
age pregnancy and other Feaster told the audience. Brown’s daughter, Gabri
concerns. Overall, BIG is "BIG is basically designed elle, was in attendance, as
poised to make a difference to educate, to empower, to was Feaster’s daughter,
for African Americans, a provide support. We want Danitra Gibbs.
resource that can provide to promote upward mobili
"This has been a nice
valuable networking op ty, opportunity and training seminar," said participant
portunities.
that will enhance our suc Tina Sinclair, a retiree.
These kind of princi cess in moving up within "They have offered infor
mation that the average
ples caught the attention of the public sector."
The homebuyer sym person might not when it
LaVeme Feaster, who is
president of the local chap posium was the local chap comes to home buying."
ter. There was a year spent ter’s first official event for Although she had already
in the planning stages; the the year, one that Feaster been through the homebuy
chapter was finally char admitted to being nervous ing process, Sinclair was
tered in April. Feaster, who about in terms of turnout. not without her questions
serves as a psycho-social She was pleased by the for the bank reps. "You
program manager at the results; close to 50 partici know, we can never overBay Pines VA Medical pants filled the seats of the leam," she added, smiling.
Local BIG meetings
Center, was able to get her conference room.
are held once a month,
co-workers involved in
There were even a few
dues are $35 annually. To
organizing the group. Cur- participants from the teen find out more about BIG,

ST. PETERSBURG Herman and Sherman
Smith, 25, the twins made
famous after appearing on
“Oprah” and then in
Subway commercials, lost
a combined 215 pounds
eating Subway sandwiches
and exercising.
Last
Thursday evening, the
Smiths shared their testi
mony after leading the Mt.
Zion Progressive Mission
ary Baptist Church congre
gation in a time of praise
and worship. Sherman is
currently studying to be
come a pastor at the
Christian
Life
Bible
Church in New Orleans,
La.
The Smiths are from

New Orleans. With 10
other brothers and sisters,
the twins know the impor
tant role families play in
making life-altering deci
sions. They shared their
experiences growing up
the "fat kid," appearing on
"Oprah," the Subway com
mercials, and the need to
cling to your life goals and
dreams.

Having lost four of
their own family members
to heart disease and stroke,
Herman and Sherman are
painfully aware that Afri
can-Americans are at
greatest risk for cardiovas
cular disease and are com
mitted to spreading the
word about the importance
of eating right and exercis
ing regularly.

PLATINUM
GOLD
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PINELLAS COUNTY

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
You've tried the Rest. Now try the Best!

"WE COME TO YOU"
Home Phone: 726-0877 • Mobile Phone: 710-2744
Owner - Falencia Robinson

Walkers Unite to Fight Bigotry, Bias
and Racism----------------------------------------TAMPA - Walkers
from around the Tampa
Bay area are welcome to
join the 2nd Annual 5K
Walk as One to demon
strate a unified commit
ment to a community that
is inclusive, tolerant and
just on Saturday, Nov. 13 at
Cotanchobee
Park in
downtown Tampa, located
between the St. Pete Times
Forum and the Tampa
Marriott Waterside Hotel
and Marina. Walk As One
is sponsored by the
National Conference for
Community and Justice
(NCCJ) and the City of
Tampa.
While meeting new
friends and getting some
fresh air and exercise,
walkers are able to feel the
spirit of unity, led by the
NCCJ, and celebrate the
progress being made to
fight bias, bigotry and

5

racism and take a stand
against ongoing issues of
intolerance. With the start
and finish situated along
the bay in downtown Tam
pa, this year’s Walk As One
offers walkers a scenic
route around the St. Pete
Times Forum over the
Davis Islands bridge and
back
into
downtown
Tampa.
The vision for the walk
was made a reality last year
by the scores of adult vol
unteers, high school stu
dents, parents, teachers,
moms, dads, siblings and
friends who represented
four counties. This year the
walk is even bigger with
loftier fundraising goals
and hopes of attracting
more participants. Teams
will consist of a minimum
of five people, with each
walker raising $75 or more
to support the programs of

the NCCJ. Incentives
include Walk As One Tshirts and other free items
provided by sponsors.
Every walker will receive
something the day of the
event.
"Walk As One is truly
unique," says Donald
Taylor, Walk As One and
Anytown Program Coor
dinator. "If I ever reach a
point in my work week
where I feel a sense of frus
tration about the ongoing
issues of inclusion, I just
look through my first annu
al Walk As One scrapbook
and feel an overwhelming
sense of accomplishment.
Seeing the faces, smiles
and diversity that made
Walk As One special con
tinue to drive me forward
in my work with the
NCCJ."
NCCJ, which was
founded in 1927 as The

National Conference for
Christians and Jews, is a
human relations organiza
tion dedicated to fighting
bias, bigotry and racism in
America. NCCJ promotes
understanding and respect
among all races, religions
and cultures through advo
cacy, conflict resolution
and education.
The organization finds
all forms of oppression,
prejudice and discrimina
tion to be wrong and has
embraced a new slogan,
"Raise Your Hands, Not
Your Fists." Always. No
form of discrimination is
acceptable and its mission
covers any type of racism,
sexism, homophobia, clas
sism, xenophobia, and dis
crimination based on phys
ical and mental disabilities.

Where do profits from
the Florida Lottery go?
For 220,000 students, the answer is college.
Last year, the Florida Lottery gave over $202 million to Bright Futures

'JH.

Scholarships. And that’s just the beginning of what we’re doing. Thanks
to our players, Lottery profits have also funded 400 public school
construction and renovation projects around the state. Play the games

Florida Lottery,,

of the Florida Lottery and feel good when you do because...

When you play, we all win.
For more information, visit www.flalottery.com
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Helping Residents
Take Steps to
Healthier Living

Stetson Law Celebrates Fifth
Annual Judge Stringer Youth
Day --------------------------------------------GULFPORT - The
Fifth Annual Judge Tho
mas Stringer Youth Day
will honor the achieve
ments of the first black
graduate of Stetson Uni
versity College of Law and
encourage minority stu
dents to pursue higher edu
cation and the legal profes
sion. The program is set for
8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Nov. 19,
in the Great Hall of Stet
son’s Gulfport campus.
The Black Law Stu
dents Association at Stet
son Law will lead the day’s
events, which include tours
of campus, a mock trial by
Stetson trial team students,
a question and answer ses
sion with Stetson adminis
trators, and a diversity pan
el discussion.
The luncheon and awards ceremony allows
minority students the op
portunity to meet Stringer
and other successful indi
viduals. Minority legal
professionals are encour
aged to attend.
"We are very proud to
celebrate the hard work
and success of Judge
Stringer," said Dean Darby
Dickerson. "We hope he is

Judge Thomas Stringer

as much of an inspiration
to the visiting high school
students as he is to all of us
at Stetson."
This year is the 30th
anniversary of Stringer’s
graduation from Stetson.
After graduation, Stringer
served in private practice,
the Hillsborough County
Court and the 13 th Judicial
Circuit Court. Gov. Jeb
Bush appointed Judge
Stringer to Florida’s Sec
ond District Court of
Appeal in 1999!
"The purpose of Judge
Stringer Youth Day is to

honor Judge Stringer and
give high school students
interested in the practice of
law the opportunity to gain
insight into the legal field,"
said Ellis Watson, BLSA
vice president.
BLSA works to link
law students with practi
tioners and improve com
munity relations with mi
norities. BLSA works to
promote the professional
needs and goals of black
law students and raise
awareness of issues affect
ing the community.

Jingle Bell Run for Arthritis
Seeks Registrants —-—---------TAMPA BAY - The
Arthritis Foundation will
host its annual Jingle Bell
Run/Walk for Arthritis in
three locations around the
Tampa Bay area this year.
They will take place at
Fred Howard Park in Tar
pons Springs on Nov. 13 at
8 a.m., the University of
South Florida Campus in
Tampa on Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.,
and Lake Hollingsworth in
Lakeland on Dec. 18 at 8
a.m.
The family-oriented
events include 5K compet
itive run and 1-mile fitness
walk and encourage com
munities to get into the
holiday spirit. Participants
wear jingle bells on their

shoes as they walk/run.
Awards are to be given to
the highest fundraiser and
the three fastest male and
female runners in 6 differ
ent age categories. All will
enjoy free food and bever
ages after the run. Regist
ered participates will re
ceive a long-sleeve race tshirt.
The race fee is $18 for
early registrants and $23
on the day of the race with
discounts for students. To
register, please contact the
Arthritis Foundation at
(813) 968-7000 or 1-800850-9455 or register online
at www.active.com/active
by typing ‘Jingle Bell Run’
into the Event Search field.

Nationwide, over 330
Jingle Bell Runs are held
during the holiday season
to raise over $3 million for
research of the disease that
affects over 70 million
Americans. The Arthritis
Foundation is the only na
tionwide, nonprofit health
organization helping peo
ple take greater control of
arthritis by leading efforts
to prevent, control and
cure arthritis and related
diseases — the nation's
number one cause of dis
ability.
For more information
about the Foundation, visit
www.arthritis.org.

Please Support Our Paper By
Patronizing Our Advertisers

by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG As the new year draws
near, many residents will
once again resolve to loose
weight.
This time around they
may reach their goal if
they vow to "step up” their
exercise and nutrition regi
ment by seeking guidance
from the Pinellas County
Health Department.
With the Steps to a
Healthier Pinellas pro
gram, residents can receive
advice from health offi
cials on how to reduce
their risks of becoming
susceptible to three chron
ic diseases: diabetes, obe
sity and asthma.
"All of these are attrib
uted to a lack of physical
activity, nutrition and to
bacco use and exposure,”
said Patricia Colantonio,
director of the Office on
Chronic Diseases at the
Pinellas County Health
Department.
With a $1.8 million
budget, the Steps program
is a five year commitment
to improve the lives of
Pinellas County residents.
Its in its second year and
targets communities south
of Ulmerton Road. They
are: Gulfport, Pinellas
Park, St. Petersburg and
Kenneth City, which does
not have any recreational
facilities.
"The first year, we
identified who would do
what,” said Colantonio.
"This year, we want to
make sure the intervention
that we are doing will be
effective and will reach the
communities that need it
most.”
Through the program,
community groups and
churches have developed
campaigns encouraging
their congregations to eat
healthy and to become
more physically active.
Also, health officials
also have gone into the
schools to promote a heal
thier lifestyle to students,
particularly at the middle
and high school levels.
According to local sur
vey, 23 percent of high

school students reported
that they were not engaged
in any sort of physical
activities. Fifteen percent
of middle school students
said they do not exercise
regularly.
In addition, students in
Pinellas County high
schools also reported only
eating two fruits per day.
Things are about to
change.
Through the cam
paign, health officials are
now going into schools to
help win the battle of the
bulge.
When the bell signals
the end of the school day,
children are urged to go to
the YMCA, which is offer
ing free physical education
classes to curb the obesity
rate among youngsters.
. Adults also need to be
come more active. Health
officials said 23.4 percent
of residents do not engage
in any sort of physical
activity lead a more active
lifestyle. .
The lack of exercise
can take a toll on resident’s
health. Last year, there
were 3,345 deaths attrib
uted to heart disease, 2,683
were cancer related and
another 728 were the result
of strokes in Pinellas
County.
Smoking can lead to
serious health problems,
too. Tobacco use among
high school students in
Pinellas County is 22.5
percent. The statewide av
erage for smokers in high
school is 19.1 percent.
Despite the movement
to ban smoking from
restaurants and other pub
lic places, some people are
still having a difficult time
kicking the habit.
"Our biggest challenge
will be the hard-core
smokers and the young
kids who are starting to
smoke,” said Colantonio,
who noted the American
Lung Association offers
free classes aimed at wean
ing teens and adults off
cigarettes.
"Our goal is to promote
better health care in Pi
nellas County,” Colan
tonio concluded.

Your Hospice

When They’re Needed Most

have a long way to go.
tenderness

and

from front page
Petersburg chapter of the
National Black Nurses
Association. They said that
they were thankful to
Simmons - a leader who
made a "difference" in the
community for those who
were in need of service.
Before taking the stage
to publicly laud Simmons
for "helping those who
could not help themselves"
and "educating those
other's said could not be
educated," St. Petersburg
Mayor Rick Baker praised
Simmons to The Weekly
Challenger, citing the tre
mendous growth in servic
es PCUL offers with a
"positive impact on the
city and those in the city
that need the help the
most."
Incoming PCUL Presi
dent and CEO Herman
Lassard took a moment to
praise Simmons for his
leadership as well as for
building the local affiliate
from nothing to a "strong
foundation." He plans to
build on that foundation of
helping the most needy
with an "emphasis on tech
nology, job training, em
ployment, youth develop
ment. Those are our
strongest points as we
move ahead," Lassard said.
Even as his guests sat
down and began to eat,
Simmons continued to cir
culate through the crowd
talking to friends until
finally forced to sit down

generosit)

'ng, we may find one another'
in the dark.

for intervals once the pro
gram was underway. Al
though, he made constant
trips to the stage to receive
the numerous tributes that
included an onslaught of
plaques as well as other
gifts.
Spoken tributes were
varied and moving.
Pinellas County Com
missioner Ken Welch rec
ognized Simmons' contri
bution to the "education
and empowerment of the
African American commu
nity in Pinellas County."
Welch revealed that when
he was 13 and Simmons
began the PCUL, although
Simmons might not have
known, Welch and others including St. Petersburg
City Council member Rene
Flowers and state Rep.
Frank Peterman - watched
Simmons and used him as
"a great role model."
A poem titled "Cap
tain," written for the occa
sion by. James Tokely Sr.,
the Poet Laureate of Tam
pa, light-heatedly likened
the PCUL to a ship with
Simmons as the captain
who among other things
had: "stared his enemies
down/" but who was now
ready to do other things/He
owed his wife some
TLC/and it was time to pay
her back."
• There to assure the
audience that the programs
Simmons gave life to will
have continued support
was Florida Attorney
General Charlie Crist. "It is

your fight that we fight,"
Crist said. "The funding
will not stop from the
attorney general's office to
the Urban League, I prom
ise."
The PCUL has 50 staff
members and a budget of
more than $5 million said
Annelle Lewis, a Senior
Vice President for the
NUL.
Funding sources in
clude state and local gov
ernment, the Juvenile Wel
fare Board, the United
Way, and corporate and
individual support, says
Keith James, Director of
Programs for PCUL.
Among the more than
250 guests were many of
the executives from some
of the other 104 national
affiliates of the Urban
League movement, a pro
gram that began in 1910.
Earlier that day they had
gathered at PCUL head
quarters to name Simmons
as President Emeritus and
to rename the office the
"James O. Simmons Equal
Opportunity Building."
Also spotted in the
crowd were Ron Lamb,
Harry Harvey, Vyrle and
Mozell Davis, Omali
Yeshitela, Bill and Jean
Heller, Deputy Mayor
Goliath “Go” Davis, Ous
man Ali, Beverlon Hodge,
Rep. Frank Peterman,
Joyce McCarty, Dr. Leroy
McCloud
and
Betty
Simmons.

Multicultural Outreach
Director Added to Alzheimer
Association Staff----------- ———
PINELLAS COUNTY
- Gloria Smith, president
of The Florida Gulf Coast
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s
Association
recently
announced that Dorothy D.
Myles, MPA has accepted
the position of Multicul
tural Outreach Director.
"We are extremely
pleased to welcome Doro
thy to our staff," says
Smith, "her previous posi
tion as Project Director
with the Florida Depart
ment of Elder Affairs’
Support Through Alzheim
er’s Relief Systems Project
(STARS) made her a natu
ral for this position. The
focus of this new position
will be to promote access
to information and services
of the Alzheimer’s Associ
ation to our multicultural
population."
Program goals include:
• Increase and enhance
community outreach, net
work, and awareness of
dementia services to un
derserved minority indi
viduals and famihes.
• Increase and enhance
support services, including

So let u

hasten along the road, the road c
- Twman

PCUL

"She's a very
successful
hlaek- Woman."

- Emily Green Balch
1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

a multi-language, 24/7
telephone support line.
• Prevent costly crisis
care often caused by lack
of preventive services.
"I am excited about
excepting my new position
and becoming apart of the
Florida Gulf Coast Chapter
of the Alzheimer's Associ
ation staff," says Myles.
"The creation of this pro
gram is a good example of
the passion and innovation
in services that the Asso
ciation is exemplifying
statewide for our care-

givers and loved ones suf
fering from Alzheimer’s
Disease."
The Alzheimer’s Asso
ciation - Florida Gulf
Coast Chapter is your
source for these services
and more: Information and
Referral, Care Consulta
tions, Caregiver Training,
Support Groups, Respite
Care Assistance, and Safe
Return™. The Florida Gulf
Coast Chapter can be
reached 24/7 at the TollFree number 800-7728672.

JOb, family, aging parents.

There’s a lot on your plate
these days.
On top of everything else, you realize
your parents could use a little extra
help. But this is new territory. Where
do you begin? We’re here to help you
find local resources, support services,
and solutions that work for your
folks—and for you. Call our toll-free
number and talk to a real person. Or
visit www.eldercare.gov.

s a w°y f°r older Americans
and Caregivers to find help.

MSS?
14)F THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Together we can stamp
©ut prejudice. Xt only takes
one voice to make a
difference. Find yours at
www. freedoncenter.org

-fa

www.eldercare.gOv

Comfort, Compassion & Community

(727) 586-4432 • www.thehospice.org

1-800-677-1116

U freedom center

A public service ofthe
U.S. Administration on Aging

ELDER
CARE

LOCATOR

continues
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It's Great to Be 90!

Mamie celebrates with her five children (left to right): Clarence, Ora Dee,
George, Claranell and Willie.
ST. PETERSBURG It was a grand time for
Mamie Fort, who celebrat
ed her 90th birthday on
Aug. 28. Celebrating with
her were her three sons and
their wives George and
Betty,
Clarence
and
Yvonne, Willie and Idella,
from Jacksonville, Tampa
and Ormond Beach, Fla.
Her two daughters and
their husbands, Ora Dee
and Frank Daniels and
Claranell and Carlton
Lattimore from Orlando
and St. Petersburg were
there. Mamie has 27 grand
children and 44 great
grandchildren, many of
them also attended her spe
cial birthday dinner.
Mamie was bom in
Alachua County, Fla. in
1914. She lived there for
80 plus years before mov
ing to St. Petersburg. She

has been active in the
church choir at Mt. Mariah
Baptist Church in Gaines
ville and still sings occa
sionally with the Senior
Choir at St. Mark Baptist
Church in St. Petersburg.
She especially enjoys lead
ing her favorite song
"Come On In The Room."
Mamie has achieved
some degree of fame with
her "secret recipe • of
"Grandma's
Cookies,"
made with pecans and
sugar, which she still bakes
for her children and grand
children every Christmas
and other special occa
sions, such as weddings.
She also bakes great lemon
cakes, and "mean" potato
pies.
One of the highlights
in Mamie's life is when, at
Easter and Thanksgiving, the family visits the origi

nal home site in Orange
Heights, Fla., where they
gather the pecans for the
cookies. She enjoys family
gatherings where she can
socialize with her grand's
and great grand children.
She knows almost every
one of them. She believes
strongly that God has truly
blessed her and one of her
favorite quote is: "Do unto
others as you would have
them do unto you." She has
enjoyed her 90 years and
looks forward to many
more.
On Aug. 29, about 15
family members attended
worship service with her at
St. Mark Missionary Bap
tist Church, where the Rev.
Brian Brown is the pastor.
During the service, a $400
donation was given in her
honor towards die building
fund of the church.

Mamie prepares to blow out the birthday candles!

Pictured with Mamie are her grandson, D.D.S. Kenyon Fort, his wife, D.D.S.
Nathalia Jeffrey Fort and their children.
■ ■ I------ V~

Great grandson Christian easily puts a smile on
Mamie’s face.

The grands and great grands were in attendance! Left to right: Alysia,
Victoria Bostick, baby Christian and Catherine are seen here.

CELEBRATING
With Our Youth You Can Make a Difference
BLACK HISTORY

Ida B. Wells
(1862-1931)
Ida B. Wells was bom in Holly Springs, Mississippi,
months before the signing of the Emancipation
Proclamation.
While living in Memphis, Wells became an editor and
co-owner of a local black newspaper called "The Free
Speech and Headlight." She wrote her editorials under
the pen-name "Iola." Wells would become famously
known as an "anti-lynching" crusader for her outspoken
efforts.

ST. PETERSBURG Neidra Covington is a jun
ior in the Medical Magnet
Program at Boca Ciega
High School and a member
of the Boca Ciega High
School track team. She is
an All American triple
jumper. At the University
of Florida’s 2004 State
High School Competition,
Covington placed second
in the triple jump (38’9")
and third in the long jump
(18’5"). As a sophomore,
she placed fourth in the
4x400. Due to her out
standing participation in
this sport, she has been
invited to represent her
community, state and
region in the Oahu Track
and Field Classic in Hawaii
taking place Dec. 28, 2004
through Jan. 5, 2005.
Covington is an honor
roll student with a 4.0

the
Campbell
Park
Recreation Center and also
serving as a member of
their Teen Council. In addi
tion, she is currently a
Youth Team leader, former
mentor and graduate of
GAPP (Greatness, Attitude
and Potential Program), an
abstinence-only education
program that runs for 24
weeks. Covington hopes to
become a skin graft physi
cian and currently works
after school with the St.
Petersburg
Pediatric
Center, where she is

acquiring skills needed to
help her community.
She has the potential to
go far in these events. If
you are interested in mak

mI A

ing a donation, please con
tact Gisele Covington at
(727) 455-3249.

SCOTTIE
OwW
I I Ihs
Bail Bonds

2523 34th Street South
St. Petersburg, FI. 33711

(787) 383-1110
Fax (787) 387-6835
■

Neidra Covington
GPA. She is dedicated to
her community, having

spent over 200 hours of
community service through

STEP UP
Concerned about the health
of your community?
Your family? Yourself?
You’re invited to attend

STEPS to a Healthier Pinellas
Consortium Meeting

Nov. 3, 6-9 p.m.
Johnnie Ruth Clarke Center
1344 22nd Street So., St. Pete
Help Pinellas win the battle over
Obesity, Diabetes and Asthma!
Find out how YOU can help!

Call 727-820-4113
JEBS
HvaHhicrPirx’lia^
STEPSloa

„

or visit

Jpe Www.PinellasWellness.com

TAMPA BAY BLACK BUSINESS
INVESTMENT CORPORATION, INC.
Need a Loan for Your African-American-Business?
What is the Tampa Bay Black Business
Investment Corporation (BBIC)?
It is a non-profit corporation established to
assist the development and growth of AfricanAmerican owned businesses in Hillsborough
and Pinellas Counties. The goal of the BBIC
is to help African -American owned businesses obtain needed capital. The BBIC also
administers loan programs, which are not race
specific. The BBIC since its inception has
funded over $7,800,000 in loans.
The BBIC has a number of loan programs.
One of the BBIC loan programs works with
the Small Business Administration (SBA). Die
following are the SBA programs that the
BBBIC participates in. The loans are arranged
through banks.
1. SBA Pre-aualification loan program. Some
of the requirements are
a. Maximum loan amount is
$250,000.
b. Use of funds- Business assets purchase, working capital, construetion and real estate purchases.
c. Collateral- business and/or personal assets.
d. Borrower’s equity 10%-20% at a
minimum.
e. Application fee- Non-refundable
fee of $100 and a processing fee
up to $400.

2. SBA Exoress Loan program.
a. Maximum loan amount is
$16,000.
b. Use of funds- Business assets purchase and working capital.
c. Collateral- business and/or personal assets.
d. Borrower’s equity- 10% at a minimum.
e. Application fee-$475,
refundable if loan declined.

Where Can I Apply?
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
2105 N. Nebraska Avenue
Tampa, FI 33602
(813) 274-7925
Fax (813) T14-19Z1
E-mail: hs7g@ci.tampa.fl.us
PINELLAS COUNTY
Business Development Center
1045 16th Street South
St. Petersburg, FI. 33705
(727) 826-5785
Fax (727) 826-5976
E-mail: hs7t@ci.tampa.fl.us
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STATE NEWS
Hurricane Charley Victims
Still Waiting for Temporary
HOusing---------------------------PORT CHARLOTTE,
Fla. (AP) - Hundreds of
victims
of Hurricane
Charley haven't received
temporary housing nearly
three months after the hur
ricane
hit
southwest
Florida.
About 650 people have
been placed in travel trail
ers or mobile homes in
Charlotte County, one of
the counties hardest hit by
the August Category 4 hur
ricane. About 500 more
units are needed, said
Dennis Kizziah, manager
for the Port Charlotte field
office of the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency.
Ben Davis, a FEMA
strike team leader, said
officials are still going door
to door to assess the need
in Charlotte County. DeSoto County has 2,344
people who qualify for
temporary housing, but
only 758 who have request
ed it, Kizziah said. So far,
341 have been supplied
with travel trailers. In
Hardee County, more than
1,600 people qualify for
temporary housing and 265
people have requested it.
So far, 147 have been sup
plied with travel trailers,
Kizziah said.
Many of those dis
placed are staying with
family and friends, renting
apartments or staying at
motels.
Hurricane
Charley
blasted through Charlotte,
DeSoto and Hardee coun-

This kind of wait is unacceptable, Sen. Bill Nelson
has complained.
ties on Aug. 13, destroying
thousands of structures.
U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson,
D-Fla., said the delay was
unacceptable.
“The question that has
to be asked, 90 days after
the hurricane, is why are
we only able to supply
travel trailers and mobile
homes to half the people
who need them?" Nelson
asked.
Kizziah and Davis said
there were initial problems
coordinating with local
authorities and permitting
issues, but those have been
smoothed out.
Adding to some resi
dents' problems was a
recent Division of Motor
Vehicles advisory that led
to a ban on the relocation
of older mobile homes.
On Nov. 5, the Mobile
Home Relocation Corp, re
jected three of the 11 appli
cations it received for relo

cation money. Prior to that
day’s meeting, the group
had denied only six appli
cations for relocation assis
tance from the 222 it had
received since 2002.
The group distributes
state funds to help defray
costs of mobile homeown
ers evicted because their
parks are slated for devel
opment.
The advisory, issued in
mid-October, states that
homes manufactured be
fore the 1994 code changes
can't be moved into or
around 14 mostly coastal
Florida counties. It further
states that homes manufac
tured before 1976 can't be
moved at all.
The advisory is under
review by the DMV at the
request of Gov. Jeb Bush,
whose office was con
cerned about the effect on
homeowners displaced by
development.

PLEASE E-MAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

Recount Declares Victory for First Black Sheriff
in Fforida COunty Since Reconstruction------------by David Royse
Associated Press Writer
QUINCY, Fla. (AP) A black candidate was
declared the winner on
Friday, Nov. 5 after a
recount in the racially
charged campaign for sher
iff in Florida's only majori
ty black county.
Morris Young became
Gadsden County's first
black sheriff since Recon
struction.
Young, who had a 70vote lead going into the
machine recount, defeated
Chief Deputy Ed Spooner
by 115 votes. He said he
would work to unite the
racially divided county and
convince supporters of
Spooner, who is white, that
he can do the job.
“The main thing is
earning their respect,"
Young said. “I've got to
show them Morris Young is
capable."
Earlier Friday, county
officials began the recount
as the candidates and thenlawyers watched. More
than 20,600 votes were cast
Tuesday.
While Young
ex
pressed confidence that the
machine recount would
ultimately make him the
sheriff, a few others were
wary in a county where
black people, while in the
majority, have long com
plained about the power
structure and racism.
“As sheriff I want to
change that," said Young, a
school resource officer
with the sheriffs depart
ment who was hired six
years ago by his opponent.
“I feel confident I won
the race fair and square."
Election observers and
representatives of civil
rights groups watched the
recount, trying to guard
against a repeat of the dis
trust that developed there

in 2000 when there were
complaints of intimidation
and other wrongdoing.
There were allegations
of harassment in connec
tion with this year's sher
iffs race. Some white sup
porters of Young said they
were hassled, including
one white man whose truck
was painted with racial epi
thets.
Spooner had said earli
er he hoped the community
would get behind the win
ner.
“If that's the result
we're going to live with it
...we're going to make it a
smooth transition and we're

going to make it work as a
whole community," Spoo
ner said. “I would urge
everyone to be a part of
that. This animosity of hard
or hurt feelings ... Settle
down, folks."
Spooner
disavowed
any racial intimidation,
saying “if that happened, it
shouldn't have."
Young will replace
Sheriff W.A. Woodham,
who is retiring after more
than 30 years in office.
Gadsden County is located
northwest of Tallahassee
on Florida's Panhandle.

AP Photo/Steve Cannon
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entering and graduating
from health professions
training programs.
In the state of Florida,
African Americans make
up less than 4% of the total
number of physicians with
Hispanics totaling less than
12%. Rural areas of
Volusia, Flagler, and Semi
nole counties are populated
by low-income migrant
farm workers (mostly His
panics and African Amer
icans) in addition to a large
population of retirees con
tributing to the number of
elderly people in need of
care.
"These facts demon
strate a strong need for an
increase in minority health
care professionals in this
region,” said Dr. Herbert
Thompson, Head of the
Bethune-Cookman College
biology department and
program director. "Many
students lack an awareness
of the opportunities in the
health professions, particu
larly in the fields of med
ical technology and geron
tology.
"Bethune-Cookman
College
-HCOP
will
address this need by part
nering with local high

schools, health profession
al schools, and a communi
ty based entity,” Thompson
added. "Through the shar
ing of resources and
expertise, the program and
its partners will seek to
make students aware of the
need for health care profes
sionals and assist them in
the academic preparation
required for health careers.
These efforts will hopeful
ly result in the develop
ment of a larger, more
competitive applicant pool
for careers in health care."
The School of Science,
Engineering and Mathe
matics will house the pro
gram, which will seek and
encourage students inter
ested in the areas of medi
cine, dentistry, medical
technology, physical thera
py, pharmacy, and geron
tology.
The program recruits
individuals from disadvan
taged backgrounds and
assists them in entering
training programs in health
or allied health professions.
The program will provide
counseling, mentoring and
other services that help stu
dents successfully com
plete their training.

During the summers,
60 students will be invited
to attend a six-week enrich
ment program on the Beth
une-Cookman
College
campus that courses in
biology, chemistry, reading/study skills, and col
lege mathematics taught by
college faculty. The stu
dents will be exposed to
health-care practitioners
through field trips and sem
inars.
Serving as partners in
the projects are HalifaxFish Community Health
Systems, The University of
Miami School of Medicine,
The University of South
Florida College of Medi
cine, The University of
Florida College of Dentis
try, and The Florida A&M
School of Allied Health
Sciences. Students and fac
ulty members at Mainland,
Atlantic, and Flagler Palm
Coast High Schools will
also participate in the pro
grams activities.
"Because of our com
bined efforts, our students
can once again benefit
from the activities and
services provided by this
program,” Thompson said.
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B-CC to Re-Establish HCOP Program
Through $1.3 Millfon Grant-------------DAYTONA BEACH,
Fla. - Bethune-Cookman
College President Dr.
Trudie Kibbe announced
that the College has been
awarded a $1.3 million
grant from the U.S. De
partment of Health and
Human Services, Health
Resources and Service
Administration, to re-es
tablish the Health Careers
Opportunity
Program
(HCOP) on its campus for
the next three years. The
program was last funded
from 1996 though 2002.
"This program will go
a long way in improving
the condition of the world
around us, and BethuneCookman College is hon
ored to be part of it," Reed
said. "Having this grant is
an example of the excellent
work of our faculty and
staff and their dedication to
their cause."
Designed to increase
the number of individuals
from disadvantaged back
grounds in the health and
allied health professions,
HCOP enhances the aca
demic skills of students
from disadvantaged back
grounds and supports them
in successfully competing,

Gadsden County Sheriff-elect Morris Young, left,
and his opponent Chief Deputy Ed Spooner listen to
Shirley Knight (supervisor of elections) during the
mandatory recount, Friday, Nov. 5, in Quincy, Fla. A
sheriff's election in Florida's only majority black
county went to a re-count Friday, with Morris Young
clinging to a 70-vote lead in his effort to become the
first black sheriff since Reconstruction.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Bryant Accuser May Sue Him in
California ----------------------------------LOS ANGELES (AP)
- The woman who accused
Kobe Bryant of rape may
file a lawsuit against him in
Orange County because
California does not limit
the amount of financial
damages a person can
recover, her lawyer said.
The 20-year-old wom
an sued Bryant in federal
court in Denver last
August, three weeks before
prosecutors dropped their
criminal case against the
basketball star after she
declined to testify at his
trial. If she continues with
her civil suit in that state
the most she can hope to
receive is about $2.5 mil
lion if a jury finds in her
favor.
“The limits in Colo
rado are onerous and un-

Bryant, shown here on his way to court last August,
may not have seen the end of his legal woes quite yet
fair," her attorney Lin
Wood told the Los Angeles
Times on Sunday. "I'm not
sure my client could
achieve justice. There is a
night and day difference in
terms of compensation.
The woman said Bry
ant raped her on June 30,
2003, in his room at a Vailarea resort where she

worked. The Los Angeles
Lakers star has said the two
engaged in consensual sex.
A civil suit can be brought
in either the jurisdiction
where the defendant lives
or where the incident al
legedly occurred. Bryant,
26, lives in Orange County
with his wife and daughter.
"The more research we do,

the more we seem inclined
to favor California over
Colorado," Wood said,
adding he has consulted
with attorneys in California
and will decide within 30
days whether to bring the
case west.
He acknowledged one
risk in moving the case
could be that Bryant would
be viewed more favorably
by a jury pool in his home
area. But he said his re
search also shows Orange
County to be a fair jurisdic
tion.
“It's going to be a hardfought lawsuit," he said.
"So we'd certainly rather
go into a jurisdiction where
we are not facing an oner
ous limit. That's common
sense."

Heart Drug Might Become First for
Specific Race--------------------------------by Marilvnn Marchione
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Hip-Hop Summit Action Network
RecOgnizes Over 21 Million Young
VOters 18-35 in Presidential Election
record...." The Washington
Post in Nov. 3 election cov
erage said, "Everyone
seemed to care. Activists
and poll watchers reported
unusually large numbers of
new voters, minority voters
and - perhaps the most dra
matic evidence that this
would not be an ordinary
election - hordes of young

NEW
YORK
(BLACK
PR
WIRE)
(BUSINESS WIRE) - The
Hip-Hop Summit Action
Network (HSAN) recog
nizes and congratulates
over 21 million young vot
ers 18-35 who participated
in yesterday's national elec
tions. According to an
analysis provided to MTV
Network's "Choose Or
Lose" campaign by Circle
Research, the young adult
vote in 2004 shows a sharp
increase when compared to
the nearly 18 million 18-30
year old votes cast in the
2000 presidential election.
Key battleground states
saw a marked increase in
young voter turnout with
one out of every five voters
in Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Minnesota, and
Wisconsin under the age of

people."
"[Nov. 2] was one of
the most inspiring days of
my life," enthused Russell
Simmons, Chairman of
HSAN. "I saw young peo
ple voting for themselves,
"[Nov. 2] was one of the most inspiring days of my
life," enthused Russell Simmons, Chairman of
internalizing the idea that
HSAN. "I saw young people voting for themselves,
they know their voice mat
internalizing the idea that they know their voice mat
ters and that they have
ters and that they have everything to do with that
everything to do with that
kind of investment in themselves and their future.
kind of investment in them
time." The Detroit News seeing the surge." Patterson
selves and their future. This
reported that Bernie Pom, goes on to say that 14% of
is the first step in personal
President of a Michigan voters this year were new
empowerment for young
polling firm declared, voters, compared with
people and I'm proud to be
30.
"They came to the polls, about 9% of voters in 2000,
It was not so much the and the turnout is the heav and many of those new vot a part of it." On Election
avalanche
of
people iest we've had. Both parties ers are young people, who Day, Simmons was in
streaming into the polls in now will have to figure out have been the least likely to Philadelphia to witness the
the largely Hispanic 43rd how best to reach younger vote in the past. The Des culmination of the HipWard, in the poorest neigh voters." The Philadelphia Moines Register reported Hop Team Vote GOTV Bus
borhood in the city, where Inquirer in a front page in its post election cover Tour.
For more information
politicians have lamented article quoted Thomas age, "Election officials
forever that the people just Patterson, author of "The reported brisk turnout by on the Hip-Hop Summit
don't vote. It was also how Vanishing Voter" and a pro minority voters, people Action Network, go to
young so many were, an fessor of government and with disabilities and young www.hsan.org.
astonishing number of the press at Harvard voters...Secretary of State
newly-minted voters cast University, as saying, "It's Chet Culver had declared
ing their ballots for the first young voters where we're the turnout an all-time
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Sudan, Rebels to Sign Partial Peace Pact

South Africa Intervenes in Ivory Coast

by Daniel Balint-Kurt
Associated Press Writer
ABUJA, Nigeria - The
Sudanese government and
rebel
representatives
signed accords aimed at
ending hostilities in the
troubled western region of
Darfur and guaranteeing
aid groups access to 1.6
million civilians uprooted
by the conflict.
For the first time, Su
dan agreed to the creation
of "no-fly zones" over
Darfur, banning military
flights over rebel-held ter
ritories.
Rebels and African
Union mediators
had
demanded the no-fly zones
following
widespread
accusations of government
bombings of villages.
"It is really a historic
moment,"
Sudanese
spokesman Ibrahim Mo
hammed Ibrahim said. "We
will do our most to make
sure it is implemented on
the ground. Only that will
bring peace and stability to
Darfurians."
Sudan signed under
international pressure, in
cluding threat of U.N.
sanctions, after 21 months
of conflict that have driven
1.8 million people - most
of them non-Arab villagers
- into camps in Darfur and
neighboring Chad.
The accords on securi
ty and humanitarian access
came in the third week of
talks in Nigeria's capital,

bv Parfait Kouass
Associated Press Writer
ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast
- South African President
Thabo Mbeki flew to Ivory
Coast on Tuesday to launch
an African effort to rein in
four days of violence that
have killed at least 20 peo
ple, wounded more than 600
and shut down cocoa exports
from the world's largest pro
ducer.
The U.N. Security
Council, African Union,
European Union and West
African leaders have all con
demned President Laurent
Gbagbo's government in the
violence, which began when
Ivory Coast warplanes killed
nine French peacekeepers
and an American aid worker
in an airstrike on the rebelheld north.
France, Ivory Coast's
former colonial ruler, wiped
out the nation's air force in
retaliation, sparking massive
anti-French rampages by
mobs of thousands in the
fiercely nationalist south.
About 1,000 loyalists on
Tuesday were maintaining a
standoff outside a hotel
commandeered by the
French military.
Some of the 1,300
French and other foreign
civilians evacuated from
their homes by the French
military amid looting and
burning stared out at the pro
testers from a protective ring
of barbed wire around the
hotel.
Protesters tried at one
point Tuesday morning to
pull down the barbed wire
around the French evacua-

U.S. actress and UNICEF goodwill ambassador Mia
Farrow talks with displaced children in Raima
refugee camp near Nyala town, Monday, Nov. 8,
2004, in south Darfur, Sudan. Farrow's visit was
meant to bring attention to the hardships faced by
residents of Darfur, hundreds of thousands of whom
have fled their burned and looted villages.
AP Photo/Jose Cendon

after two previous rounds
of African Union-brokered
talks failed without any
agreements signed.
The progress came
without any agreement on a
political accord, with long
term solutions to the Darfur
crisis. An April cease-fire
has been widely ignored by
all sides.
"My question is what is
going to happen in prac
tice," said Mahgoub Hus
sain of the Sudan Liber
ation Army, the larger of
two rebel groups signing
Tuesday. "Because we've
had ... agreements like this
in the past."
Sudan's Arab-dominat
ed government is accused
of mobilizing the militia

for attacks on Darfur's nonArab villagers in retaliation
for uprisings launched by
two rebel movements in
February 2003. Arab herds
men have long competed
for resources with Darfur's
non-Arab population. The
government denies backing
the militias.
International agencies
estimate that, since March,
disease, malnutrition and
clashes among those made
homeless by the violence
have killed more than
70,000 of Darfur's dis
placed. Many more have
been killed in fighting
since the conflict broke out
in February 2003, although
no firm estimate of the
direct toll of the war exists.

On Monday, top Ivory
Coast and French generals
jointly appealed for protest
ers to go home despite a day
of urgent alarms on state
radio and TV asking loyal
ists to mass at Gbagbo's
home and a nearby broad
cast center.
The TV and radio ap
peals came after French
armored vehicles moved
into position Monday at the
commandeered Hotel Ivoire,
with one armored vehicle at
one point making a wrong
turn and approaching Gbag
bo's house directly, the
French acknowledged.
"Everything should go
back to normal. It is abso
lutely not a matter of ousting
President Laurent Gbagbo,"
French mission commander
Gen. Henri Poncet said on
state TV, alongside Ivory
Coast army chief of staff
Gen. Mathias Doue.
French leaders have said
they hold Gbagbo - installed
in an uprising by his sup
porters in 2000, after an
aborted vote count in presi
dential elections - personally
responsible in the airstrike
Saturday and subsequent
anti-foreigner rampages.
French Defense Min
ister Michele Alliot-Marie,
after a visit Monday to
wounded French servicemen
flown to Paris for medical
care, said their eyewitness
accounts suggested the
attack was premeditated.
"They all told me that
the Ivorian plane passed two
times over the (French mili
tary base) building and fired
on the third pass," she told

reporters at St. Mande mili
tary hospital outside Paris.
France has 4,000 peace
keepers in Ivory Coast,
where a civil war launched
in September 2002 has left
the world's top cocoa pro
ducer split between rebel
north and loyalist south.
About 6,000 U.N.
troops are also deployed to
man a buffer zone and try to
keep the peace in West
Africa's former economic
powerhouse, seen as vital to
regional efforts to recover
from 1990s civil wars.
The bombing of the
French military post Sat
urday came on the third day
of Ivory Coast airstrikes on
rebel positions, breaking a
more than year-old cease
fire.
The African Union dis
patched Mbeki with a man
date to seek a political solu
tion.
Red Cross official Kim
Gordon-Bates told The
Associated Press that ram
pages in Abidjan alone had
injured more than 600.
Loyalist mobs on Monday
blocked to set up an emer
gency clinic for the injured,
he said.
Only partial death tolls
are available, but at least 20
people had been killed - the
10 foreigners killed in the
airstrike on Saturday, five
loyalist protesters whose
bodies were shown on state
TV over the weekend, and
five other fatally wounded
protesters brought to two
hospitals on Monday.
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French troops watch pro-government demonstrators
in front of the commandeered Hotel Ivoire in the
Ivory Coast capital Abidjan on Tuesday.
AP photo

tion point but scattered when
two French snipers moved
forward and drew beads on
them.
After securing Abidjan's
airport and bridges over the
weekend, French forces on
Tuesday appeared to have
withdrawn from at least one
main bridge in the lagoonbordered city.
Clashes that have pitted
Ivory Coast's government
and supporters against
French forces come at the
peak of Ivory Coast's main
harvest, with overall produc
tion last year at 1.4 million

tons.
Violence has closed the
country's two main ports, in
Abidjan and San Pedro,
since Saturday afternoon,
traders and other officials
told The Associated Press,
speaking on condition of
anonymity.
Cocoa buyers are not
venturing out into the bush
to buy cocoa, they said.
"Not at all," one trader
in Abidjan said by tele
phone. "Even in the bush,
you can't get the cocoa from
the farmers" because of the
turmoil.
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We are offering

‘Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

friends.

“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations
Serenity South
3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680

I
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FREE CASKETS
1>_-

have peace of mind."

nieces,

Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

and

several

Now Open in St. Pete

Jermaine Poole, St. Petersburg;

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

and

for your funeral and

for Veterans, their Spouses and
lmmediate Family Members
______ ______—_—_j

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity MemoriaI Funeral Home, Inc.

The average funeral costs much less today than most people
think. However, in the future, an average funeral Will cost
more.
1
If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and Won't pose a
financial burden to those left behind.
Affordable monthly payments are available to suit your needs
and your budget. You choose the payment plan you Want and
if you relocate - your plan goes with you.
Don't delay ...
Call or Write to us today
to leam more about
funeral planning.
McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

and
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church

First Baptist
The Oldest African American
Institutional Church — Unity Church Celebrates 47
Years------------------------------------------

"God is our refuge and

services begin at 7:30a.m.

p.m. If you’re in need of a

strength, a very present

followed by Church School

mid-week lift, join us for

help in trouble." Psalms
46:1

at 9:30 am. Come grow and

two power-packed hours.

glow as we share the Word

Your heart will be encour

Unity Temple of Truth

with one with another.

aged, and your spirit re
vived and renewed!

The Mt. Zion A.M.E.

Love and Joy." The speaker

Church, the oldest African

service church with regular
services, wedding cere

American church in Ameri

monies, funerals and chris

the Rev. Prentiss John

tenings.
The members of Unity

Davis.
Additional

Church family, under the

At 11 a.m., we’ll par

leadership of Pastor Clar

ticipate in contemporary

Upcoming event:

ca, was founded by James

ence A. Williams, wel

worship. Join us for a hal

• Nov. 14 - The Rev.

and Catherine Brooks and
is celebrating 47 years of

comes your presence this
Sunday for worship ser
vices. We are always happy

Temple of Truth Church

and

are inviting the community

inspiration to this commu
nity.

to join them on Sunday,

monthly
movie
on
Saturday, Nov. 14 at 6:30

If you’re looking for a

The doors were first

celebrate 47 years. The

p.m.
Unity Temple of Truth

prepared to give God all
glory and praise!

church home, we extend an

opened on Nov. 2, 1957,

theme for the occasion is:

Church is located at 511

invitation to you to join us!

and since that time this "lit

"Raising Our Christ Con

Prescott

Other ministries in
clude:

We as a church share the

tle church with the big

sciousness, One Person at a

Petersburg.

heart" has become a full-

Time Through 47 Years of

• Monday - Bible Stu
dy, 6 p.m.

have you!

lelujah good time as we lift
high the name of Jesus.

to receive guests and visi
tors at any of our services.

throughout the day. Come

songs of praise and wor
ship and the inspiring mes
sages will help you along
.this spiritual journey as
your faith and understand
ing increase.

Ella Edwards and the

Fla., 4 p.m.

love of God. We’d love to
Thought for the week:

• Wednesday - Early

"When you’re down to

morning prayer 6:30 a.m.;

nothing, remember - God is

to learn more of God’s

Vintage Bible Study, 11

up to something!"

Word and strive to be more
.Christ-like.

a.m. Join us for our new

early

morning

services: Hour of Prayer, 6

Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week.

p.m.; Hour of Power, 7

Pentecostal Temple C.O.G.I.C,
Weekly worship serv

Supper." He explained the

of Jesus’ shed blood to

ices at Pentecostal Temple

establishment of the Passo

bring healing, deliverance

begin with Morning Glory

ver, the importance of the

and freedom from bond

prayer on Sunday at 9 a.m.

shedding of blood and the

age. He urged us to cele

followed

Sunday

Passover meal. He told us

brate Jesus and rejoice in

School at 9:30 a.m. The

that Jesus was our final

our redemption.

study of God’s Word is

Passover lamb and that the

was offered, Holy Com

always brought forth with

Last Supper was different

munion was served and a

insight, understanding and

from every other Passover

song of rejoicing went

excitement.

meal. It not only allowed

The first Sunday morn
ing worship service is al

them to take a retrospective

forth.
Pastor Anderson and

view and remember the

the Pentecostal Temple

ways a time of celebration

past, but also gave them a

family are always happy to

and reflection as we focus

glimpse into the future of
what’s in store for Jesus’

receive guests and visitors
to any of our services. Our

disciples.
Pastor preached excit
edly explaining the power

schedule of services is lists,
ed in the Church Directory
section of this newspaper.

by

on Jesus our Savior. Pas
tor Anderson’s message
' was centered on "The
Institution of the Lord’s

Prayer

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church---------------------------------------"A shepherd who leads

and our talented percus

Thursday, Nov. 18

with knowledge and under

sionist Marcus Childs, will

The Rev. Thomas Leonard

standing." - Jeremiah 3:15

be in charge of the chorus.

and Mt. Tabor of Tampa.

-

The New Hope family

The Bread of Life will be

Friday, Nov. 19 - The

extends an invitation to

served by our pastor, the

Rev. Danny Osborne and

each and everyone to come

Rev. Carlos L. Senior.

New First Union of Tampa.

Monday,

On Sunday, Nov. 21

Nov. 15 we will start cele

we will culminate our

brating

esteemed pastor’s

Beginning

praise and worship our
God with us.
A spirit-filled Sunday

Pastor

Senior’s

First

School begins at 9 a.m.

First

All

Anniversary with Minister

Parents - bring your chil

nightly services will begin

Tony Young of People of

dren and yourselves.

We

at 7 p.m. These pastors and

Christ Church at 10:30

all can leam more about

churches will be helping us

a.m. and the Rev. Oscar

this good God we serve.

celebrate

Johnson, Jr. and Greater

To gain knowledge of the

pastor’s First Anniversary.

The deacons will be in

our

esteemed

Bethel of Tampa at 4 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 15 - The

Please come and help us

Rev. John Chance and

show our appreciation for

W.I.N.G.S Fellowship.

this man that the Lord has

Lord, we must study His
Word.

Anniversary.

-

sent us.

charge of devotion at 10:15

Tuesday, Nov. 16

a.m. The Male Chorus will

The Rev. Jerry Alexander

WEEKLY EVENT:

render praise and worship

and Union M. B. Church.

Prayer Band Thursday,

song service. Minister of

Wednesday, Nov. 17 -

Music Tony Young, accom

The Rev. Louis Murphy

panist Vemard McKenny

and Mt. Zion Progressive.

Nov. 18-11 a.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church-----------------------------------Bethel

Metropolitan

• The significance of

lyThe Male Ministry of

romancing your wife.

Baptist Church extends an
invitation to join us in the

Bethel is busy preparing

There will also be two

celebration, cultivation and

for their Men’s Seminar,

keynote speakers deliver

communication

His

Nov. 19-20. There will be

Word. Our doors are open

four breakout classes on:
• The importance of

ing messages on:
• "What’s in a name?"

of

for both 8 and 11 a.m. ser
vices on Sunday, with
Sunday School at 9:30 am.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study are on Wednesday at
7 and 7:30 p.m. respective-

moral character.
• The need to bond

continuous

Ivey Chapel A.M.E.
Church family, Nocatee,

Join us as we endeavor

Our

activities

will include the regular

The Richardson Special
Chorus will render songs

The teachings of the Word,

will be the new minister,

• "From boys to men."
Pre-registration is now
open, and you may call the

with God and the brethren.
• The Biblical model of

church office at (727) 327-

leadership in the home.

mation.

0554 for additional infor

Dr. Joe S. Ratliff will be the evangelist for the
Annual Fall Revival.
From Nov. 16-18, First
Baptist
Institutional
Church, 3144 Third Ave.
S., St. Petersburg, will host
their Annual Fall Revival,
featuring guest evangelist
Dr. Joe S. Ratliff.
Since 1980, Ratliff
serves as the pastor of
Brentwood Baptist Church
in Houston, Texas. In his
years with the church,
Pastor Ratliff has seen his
congregation grow from
500 members to more than
10,000. He has led his con
gregation in planting some
14
mission
churches
around the country and
internationally.

The pastor has an
intensive, intentional com
mitment to multiplying
new congregations all
across the nation and into
other parts of the world.
Each
Sunday,
Pastor
Ratliff ministers to as
many as 8,500 people who
have come to hear the
word of God, taught by a
man of God who is anoint
ed to preach the gospel.
The public is invited to
attend the First Baptist
family during this life
changing event. It will
make a mark on your life
that cannot be erased!

alcohol problem? It’s time
to make a change and we
can help. Call today to
begin your FREE "Confi
dential Recovery", Fridays,
7 p.m. at the Kings Kid’s
Academy Building, 950
20th St. S. If you, a family
member, or someone you
know is interested in learn
ing about, or coping with
substance abuse, please
contact Bro. A.J. Murphy,
(727) 481-2609.
Mt. Zion Human Ser
vices, Inc. provides after
school training & tutoring
services for youth ages 1418 through the Youth
Opportunity Center.
The program offers an
opportunity to improve
your grades, on-line prac
tice for the FCAT,
ACT/SAT prep, earn your
high school diploma, earn
your GED, and earn an
opportunity to be selected
to win a free computer. For
further information, please
contact George B. Smith,
at (727) 894-4311 ext.
302.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
is located at 955 20th St.
S., St. Petersburg, FL
33712. For more informa
tion, please call (727) 8944311, fax (727) 822-1591
or send an email to mzpmbc@gte.net. The Rev.
Louis M. Murphy Sr. is
pastor.

“Breaking the Cycle of Addiction” is the third
in a series of programs to be presented at Room
for the Spirit, a Satellite of the Franciscan Center,
Tampa, Florida, located at the James B. Sanderlin
Family Services Center, 2335 22nd Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, wednesday, November
17, 2004, 10:30 a.m.-l:30 p.m. (with lunch)
Evening 6:30-8:00 p.m. (snacks) Presenter:
Sister Cathy Cahill, O.S.F. This program will
address ways to deal with the reality of addiction and
offer ways to aid recovery. Cost: Love Offering. To

register: call (813) 229-2695

Nov. 14 at 11 a.m. as they

St.

S.,

St.

McCabe United Methodist
Church to Celebrate Its 99th
Anniversary--------------------- -----McCabe United Meth

Anniversary on Sunday,

Experience. Refreshments

Nov. 14 at 10:30 a.m.

2800 - 26th Ave. S., St.

The service will fea

will be served.
For more information,

Petersburg, invites you to

ture Deric C. Feacher,

please contact the church at

celebrate

CEO/Founder

(727) 867-5287.

odist Church, located at

their

99th

of

The

Bethel A.M.E. Church
Celebrates Their 110th
Anniversary------------------Historic Bethel A.M.E.

friends who have con

office at (727) 822-2089 by

Church, located at 912

tributed to the spiritual
growth and development of

Wednesday, Nov. 17. Our
colors for the anniversary

this great church.
• Sunday, Nov. 21 -

are: blue and gold. Please
join us in this, our 110th

110th Anniversary Cele

Church Anniversary.

bration, 10:30 a.m. worship
service. Guest speaker: At
torney Rev. Fred Buckhine,
noted counsel and ordained
minister.
Following
morning
worship service, the anni

Bethel members also
invite the local church

Third Ave. N., St. Peters

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist
Church —-----------------There will be a Tent
Revival, Wednesday &.
Thursday, Nov. 10 and 11,
at 6:30 pm. The event takes
place at 4201 Sixth St. S.
Please come out and wor
ship with Mt. Zion Pro
gressive Missionary Bap
tist Church, The Rock of
Jesus Missionary Baptist
Church and Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church.
Theme: Reaching Out
For God’s Prodigal People.
If you need a ride, call The
Rock of Jesus church
office: (727) 895-7700
It’s that time again!
The Band Ministry is
recruiting Drum Line and
Drill Team Members. If
you are interested please
call (727) 895-4432 or
(727) 865-6787.
The Evangelical Train
ing Classes have begun.
Sign up now for Unde
rstanding People, Effective
Leading and Biblical Be
liefs. For information, and
enrollment, please call the
church office, (727) 8944311, ext. 219.
The Reading Enhance
ment and Math Improve
ment Programs are in need
of volunteers. Help make a
difference in the life of a
young person. For more
information please call the
church at (727) 894-4311
ext. 808.
Do you or someone
you know have a drug or

service

burg, under the pastorage
of the Rev. Roosevelt
Hardy, is preparing for
their 110th Church Anni
versary. The theme is:
"Five Score and Ten Years
of Faith that Honors God"
using Matthew 17:20 as the
scriptural reference.
The pastor, officers and
members of this great
church are inviting the pub

versary committee invites

lic to help us celebrate by

them at the Orange Blos

planning to attend the fol
lowing activities:

som Catering, 220 Fourth

Bethel members to join

community to the follow
ing weekly church min
istries:
• Church School - 9
a.m. each Sunday morning.
•

Morning Worship

Service - 10:30 a.m. each
Sunday.
• Bible Study - 7 p.m.
Tuesday.

• Sunday, Nov. 14 -

St. N., St. Petersburg, for a
Fellowship Dinner. Guests

Methodist Town Reunion,

who are not members of

day

10:30 a.m. worship service.
Guest speaker: Pastor

Bethel are being asked for

Church and Tutorial Ses
sions, 5:30 p.m.

a donation of $12.50 to

• Monday and Wednes
evenings

-

Junior

St.

defray the cost of the din

• Monday and Wednes

Mark Missionary Baptist

ner. Names of guests (non

day evenings - 6 p.m. and 7

Church,

Petersburg.

members) are to be submit

p.m.

This will be an opportunity

ted to the church office no

Music Ministry.

to reunite with past mem
bers of the church commu

later than Wednesday, Nov.

Thomas

Whitlock,
St.

Adult

and Youth

If you are without a
church home, we invite

17.
A souvenir booklet will

you to become a member

10:30

be prepared with memories

of this great congregation,

morning worship service,

and pictures of Bethel

where we’re busy as bees

there will be a candlelight

throughout the years. If the

and sweet as honey.

vigil, honorariums and in

local church community

"Lord, thou hath been

memoriams for those past

desires to solicit an ad,

our dwelling place, in all

and present members and

please contact the church

generations." - 90 Psalms 1

nity.
During

the

Women to Lead Anniversary
Worship at New Philadelphia
obser

and Travelers Rest Mis

November. Members are

vance will continue at New

sionary Baptist Church for

urged to make a special

Philadelphia on Sunday.

their recent spiritual fel

effort to be present for

Women and young girls of

lowship. On Tuesday eve

these mid-week study ses

church family will lead

ning, Pastor and congrega

sions.

worship service. The Rev.

tion spiritually blessed all

Accolades of love are

Aaron V. Gaskin, associate

in attendance for the 14th

extended to members and

pastor, will deliver sermon-

anniversary

celebration.

guests who were present on

ic challenge. The theme for

The joy of this worship

Sunday for Wisdom School

anniversary

experience

class.

Anniversary

observance,

is

indelibly

The

' Women’s

“Love and Honor in Our

etched in the collective

Ministry is grateful for

Father’s

World:

The

hearts and minds of the

members inviting friends

Church’s

Moment

in

New Philadelphia Church

and family to these early

family.

morning

Time.” Scripture reference
is Revelation 3:10.

A special anniversary

Christian

classes

of

instruction.

Church family offers

Bible Study focus is being

Wisdom

Christian commendations

held on Wednesday at 7

mences each Sunday at 10

to Pastor Donald Browne

p.m. throughout month of

a.m.

School

com
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Smokie Norful’s ‘Nothing Without You’ A Hit
success and recognition all
you want," says Norful,
music’s great success sto "but the truth is that unless
ries of 2002. Not to men God ordains it, it really
tion 2003 and 2004. And doesn’t matter. My goal has
the tidal wave of critical always just been to see peo
and popular acclaim he has ple blessed by the music
generated with his gold- God gives me, and that’s
selling debut album, "I happened beyond anything
Need You Now," and its I ever imagined. It has been
title song - which has a pretty amazing couple of
become an almost instant years, but I feel very much
classic-for-the-ages - con at peace. I believe that the
tinues unabated, even as same God that did all this
EMI Gospel Music proudly on the first go-round can do
announced the release of it on the second go-round
Norful’s highly anticipated as well."
"The church has been
latest release, "Nothing
and
always will be my
Without You."
"Nothing Without You" home base," Norful says,
promises to only extend "not just in terms of sup
and expand his recognition porters, but in where I draw
even further, the ever-gra- my own strength and spiri
cious, good-natured Norful tual renewal. At the same
sees his meteoric rise to time, it’s important to me to
fame from a very humble reach out beyond those
and down-to-earth perspec walls. I don’t want to be
limited to any one market
tive.
"You can chase after or niche. I want to try to

Smokie
been one

Norful has
of popular

give something good and of
God that crosses lines of
race, and age, churched and
un-churched, that lots of
people can relate to, as well
as be empowered and
inspired by. I try to bring a
very universal approach to
what I do."
"There are a lot of
influences and people in
this world that try to give
us false answers and phony
solutions to life situations,"
Norful explains. "But once
you get to know the Lord,
and His Word, the truth
becomes revealed, and you
know too much about Him
to be deceived."
Norful, the son of an
African Methodist Episco
pal (A.M.E.) minister, grew
up surrounded by the best
of both Gospel and the
sweet soul music of the
time, today claiming a wide
range of artists from Daryl
Coley and Vanessa Bell

regional music director.
By the time his family
moved to a new church in
Pine Bluff, Ark., in his mid
teens, Norful was a musical
fixture in the church, and
was also developing into a
talented young songwriter.
Norful’s parents real
ized and nurtured his musi
cal gifts from an early age,
with years of private musi
cal instruction. Choir and
musical productions had
also been a major part of
his high school experience.
Nonetheless, Norful en
Album maintains the #1 position on the Billboard
tered the University of Ar
Gospel Album Chart for five consecutive weeks!
kansas as a history major,
Armstrong to Donnie Hath church. Norful spent the spending the first four
away and Stevie Wonder as first 14 years of his life in years after his graduation
Oklahoma, as a high school history
important influences in his Muskogee,
where he performed in teacher.
musical life.
Norful’s career path
As early as the age of A.M.E. churches through
took
another turn in 1998
two, Norful had begun to out the area. His recording
pick out melodies on the debut came at the tender when he felt God calling
piano, and by the time he age of 10, when he was him into the ministry, and
was four he was playing asked to be a featured artist he relocated to suburban
and singing in his father’s on a custom album by a Chicago pursuing a Mas

"One thing that keeps
me very balanced and hum
ble," he says with a laugh,

ters of Divinity degree
from Garrett Theological
Seminary. But his mind and
heart had never strayed far
from the music that had
been bom in his bones.
Throughout college, he had

"is that when I’m home I’m
changing diapers, --taking
out the trash, and looking
after the house. I’m not
'The
Smokie
Norful,

been the. worship leader for
the youth department of his
local church choir and had

Gospel recording artist,
I’m just Daddy, and

assembled and led a 100voice community choir in

'Honey.’ And I wouldn’t
have it any other way. God

Pine Bluff.
Upon ordination, Nor

has truly blessed us. That’s
what inspires me, and that,
more than anything, is what

ful accepted an assistant
pastorate at Rock of Ages
Baptist Church in Chicago,
where he came to the atten
tion of Joanne Brunson,
leader of Gospel’s famed
Thompson
Community

I want to share in my
music."
"If anything I ever say,
or sing, or do, just gives
somebody
hope
and
encouragement that they

Choir, who asked him to
sing a song on the choir’s
upcoming album, Real.
Norful agreed, contributing
one of his original num

can make it, and that God is
faithful and able, I’ll feel
like I’ve accomplished my
mission."

bers, and his career as a
major-label artist had
begun.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
EXERCISE DAILY WALK WITH THE LORD!

Take Your
Burdens to the
Lord and Leave
Them There!

*74e

Saipt Johp Prlnjltive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

fi&oeeae of tfod,

Pillar and the Ground Of Truth
930 - 18th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(Near Tropicana Field)

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

James W. Paschal
Pastor

Fridays - 8:00pm
Sabbath Day (Saturdays) Prayer - 10:00am
Sabbath School - 10:30am •Afternoon Worship - 2:00pm
Come expecting a miracle!

Bethel AFRICAN Methodist EPISCOPAL
Church

Missionary Baptist

Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S., St.
Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

f^ptecostal Tcipple Church of God ip Christ
!

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388

Sunday

Morning Glory

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Sunday School

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

7:00 pm

Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

For more information, call 727-550-2521
Home Phone: (727) 866-0643 • email: jpaschal@verizon.net

Friendship

Early Morning
8:00 am
Church School
9:45 am
Mid-Morning
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

Church School ................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class.......... 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship................10:30 A.M.

11:00 a.m.

Morning Worship
Community Bible Study

Tuesday

7:30 p.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

“fit church working togetherfor the upbuiCding of Qod’s kingdom”

Prayer / Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 RM.
Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 RM.

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713
(727) 898-5571 • Fax: (727) 898-5581 • gwcc <s> email.com
10:00am
11:30am
> 7:00pm
> 7:00pm

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People...
A Church That Makes A Difference!

First Baptist

INSTITUTIONAL
3144 Third Avehue South
ST. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Church

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship - 11:OO

a.m.

Come Worship WITH
The First BAPTIST FamiLY

Blessed Hope Bible College
“To Be A Blessing While There Is Still Time”
For A Limeted Time Only!

NO MONEY DOWN!!
St. John Missionary
‘Baptist Church
1500 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
ClearWater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945
Parsonage: 446-6056
Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

Sunday Services

Sunday Service...................................... 8:00a.m.
Sunday School......................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.................................. 11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.......................... 5:00 p.m.
Weekly Services
Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study,
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Me church where everybody is somebody and Christ is ad.

2.ton

Start Your College Education Today • Open Enrollment

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Bishop Elliot and
Dr. Rosemary Johnson

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

President.Founder/Co-Founder

816 E. Genesee St.* Tampa, FL 33603
813-237-6076
Toll Free: 1-877-428-6588

www.blessedhopebiblecollege.ory

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

GREATER MT. ZlON

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am • 11 :00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

Your Church &d
Could Se Here
Working for You!

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Jfeftr 5ph^a^lph^a Cntnmunitg Church
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

Email
YOur Ad to:

(727) 322-0113 • Alt: (727) 642-9839
Toll Free: (866) 890-1400

Lakeview Presbyterian Church

WHEN YOU'RE
DOWN TO

Sunday Worship -10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

COD IS UP TO
SOMETHING!

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School.......................................................................9:30a.m.
Morning Worship.............................................................11:00a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer........................................ 6:30p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study..................................7:30p.m.

‘Where Jesus Is Lord’

20th Street

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
M

Elder: Tony Smith
900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor

(727)

895-2119

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Church Of
Christ
820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

St MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class..................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........... . .10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ........7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship................... .5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class............ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class.... .7:00 p.m.

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae Jfoward
Cad: 727 895-5239

Church Oi God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

fit Woman After
(jod’s
Own Jleart...

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Spiritually Connected
Callfor Troyers &
‘Testimonies

419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship 7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm
Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

"A New Beginning In Christ"
All Worship Services are held at:

City of Refuge
Christian Church of Clearwater

4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida

3734 - 131st Ave. N., Suite 6, Clearwater, FL 33762
Phone: (727) 540-0988 • Fax: (727) 556-0150
Email: corecclw@yahoo.com

Mailing Address: P.O. B<w 14542 • St>Petersburg. FL 337J3-4542

Phone: 727.895.7700

Sunday School 9:30-10:45 a.m.
Morning Glory 10:45-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:15 pan.

Scheduled Services - Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship - 9:45 a m.
Worship Service! ^10:00 a.m.
Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study/Ttifday at '6:30 p.m.

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Pastor Jerome and
Kisha Jordan

jbawd SriUhM&famal Qktdtck

Qte&Jeb fan

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ

Each Month after Morning Service

Schedule of Services
Church School ........................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .................10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .. . :..........5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday.................9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

“One weeffrom church makes one weak. ”

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

YPWW First and Third Sunday of

The church where what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Queen Street

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

NOTHING,

Sunday School:..................................
.10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship:.................................... 11:00a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study:..................................... 7:30p.m.
Tuesday Night Prayer:.............................................. 7:30p.m.
Friday Night Praise Service:...................................7:30p.m.

Pastors
Elder Leon Lavelle Thomas
Pastor Vivian Powell Thomas

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl @tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Pastor
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
.
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

1310 22ndAvenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

800 49th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

African MeThodist
Episcopal Church

smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin...........................................................Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry.............................................. ........................................ James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry......................................................................Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry.......................................................................................... Wyvonnia McGee

The New Latter Day Deliverance Ministries, Inc.
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$

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Early Morning Worship.......................................................7:00a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................9:30a.m.
Morning Worship................................................................10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union........................................................ 4:30p.m.
Communion.......................................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays..................................................................7:30 p.m.

Rev. G. M. Curry

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship.................................................. 7:45a.m.
Sunday School ...........................................9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship........................................10:50a.m.
li1
Baptist Training Union......................................... 5:00p.m. V-: '• *
Mid-Week Worship........... Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
MMfin /aHL
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Rev. Earnest Jones,
Come,join us at the Church where everyone is ‘Welcome!
Pastor

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

“A place where you can experience the breath of

Rev. Inella Paris

God that giveth life ”

Sunday

Assistant Pastor

fa

T&std yototut -

pitwwt £A

teutd....
NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

8am, 11am Morning Worship
9:45am Church School
5pm Celebration

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS
YOU TO YOUR KNEES,
YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSITION
TO PRAY!

(727) 896-5228

Monday
Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Sunday Services:
Church School......................... 9am
Praise & Worship Service.... 10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service.......... .......... 6:30pm
Bible Study............................. 7pm

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

join us as we lift up the name ofjesus

Wednesday
Noonday Prayer
6-8pm Kid’s Club
6:30pm Ministerial Training
7:30-8:45pm Bible Study

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Thursday

Dominion worship Ministries

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Monday. Wednesday. Saturday
6am Prayer
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EDUCATION
Black Educator and Students
Receive Silver Angel Award Seal
Movie Deal with Walt Disney Pictures

Choice

Celebrating Black
Educators

PINELLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS

WHAT’S NEXT FOR SCHOOL
CHOICE?

Thomas-El with Princeton professor Cornel West,
consideredis one of America’s most provocative,
and important intellectuals.
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.
- Loyalty. Perseverance.
Leadership. These virtues,
and the dedication of being
driven by a purpose larger
than the self, are the
themes of "I Choose To
Stay," a memoir written by
award winning principal,
chess coach and mentor
Salome Thomas-EL. The
book, released earlier this
year in paperback, has gar
nered the attention of Walt
Disney Pictures, which has
agreed to distribute a
movie based on ThomasEL’s life story. A humble
yet dedicated educator, he
revived the chess team of
an inner-city Philadelphia
middle school and led them
to victory at several nation
al championships.
"Right from the begin
ning, I worked on a single
principle," says ThomasEL. "These students would
never know they couldn’t
be successful — I would
inspire them to believe they
could win." At the time,
Thomas-EL had no idea
how well that simple phi
losophy would pay off. "I
Choose To Stay" is fea
tured in Tom Joyner’s new
book, Chicken Soup for the
African American Soul,
and also received the 2004
Silver Angel Award in the
Print category from Ex
cellence in Media (EIM).
EIM is a Californiabased nonprofit organiza

tion dedicated to the pro
motion of quality family
oriented
programming.
The Excellence in Media
award places "I Choose To
Stay," a national best-sell
er, among the ranks of
other awardees, Primetime
ABC News New York "and
National Geographic Ex
plorer.
"I Choose To Stay"
(Kensington - March 2003)
is based on a choice
Thomas-EL made as a
teacher in November 1997.
He turned down a promo
tion to remain at Vaux Mid
dle School, despite a
$25,000 raise. "I wanted
the children to know that
Black Men were commit
ted to education." Califor
nia
Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger, was so
impressed by Thomas-EL
and his students during a
visit - one girl on the team
defeated the Governor in a
chess match - he awarded
the school a $20,000 grant.
Arnold Schwarzenegger, a
strong supporter of chess,
wrote the foreword to "I
Choose To Stay." ThomasEL is spending the year
visiting schools to promote
education in cities across
the country.
The Disney movie will
be produced and directed
by brothers Greg and
Gavin O’Connor, along
with Tim Chambers at
Solaris
Entertainment.

Fwiwcrd' fey

Arnold Schwarzenegger

SALOME THOMAS-EL
with Cecil Murphey
Educator Salome Thomas-El has recently pub
lished his memoir, "I Choose to Stay"
They were most recently
teamed together for the hit
movie ‘Miracle,’ an inspi
rational story about the
1980 Gold Medal winning
USA Olympic Hockey
team.
More
recently,
Thomas-El was nominated
to receive the National
Black Caucus of State
Legislatures’ most presti
gious award, the David P.
Richardson Jr. [Penn
sylvania] Nation Builder
Award. Named after one of
their founding members,
this award was established
to recognize individuals
who have made signifi
cance contributions to, and
laid the foundation for, the
political progress of Afri
can Americans. Past hon
orees include Congressman
John Conyers, Jr., Dr.
Dorothy Height, Marian
Wright Edelman, Lerone
Bennett, Jackie JoynerKersee, Robin Roberts and
Commerce Secretary Ron
Brown, just to name a few.
The Nation Builder

Awards Ceremony will
take place on Dec. 2 during
the 28th Annual Legis
lative Conference of the
National Black of State
Legislators. Awards will be
presented to all honorees at
the Wyndham Philadelphia
at Franklin Plaza Hotel in
Philadelphia,
Pennsyl
vania.
For more information
about Salome Thomas-EL,
go to www.ichoosetostay
com.

1. If you filled out an application for a choice
attendance area school, you will be mailed a letter
about your child’s school assignment by Feb. 1,
2005.
Note: Students in grades K-4, 6-7, 9-11 whose
parents did not complete an application automatical
ly will be assigned to the same school for next year.
2. If you were required to fill out an application
for a choice attendance area school but missed the
Nov. 1 deadline, your child will be assigned to a
school that has available seats. You will be mailed a
notice of school assignment by Feb. 1, 2005.
3.
Important reminder for parents who
applied to a countywide magnet, fundamental or
career academy program or school - you MUST
call the phone system (501-0871) between Dec. 1Dec. 10 to find out if your child has been invited or
has been placed on a waiting list. Invitation letters
will not be mailed. If you accept an invitation to a
countywide program, your choice application (if
you submitted one) will not be included in the com
puter match process for attendance area schools.
4. Parents of children starting kindergarten next
year were required to register their children and
complete an application for a choice attendance area
school. If you missed the deadline, you still must
visit a Family Education and Information Center to
register your child. To register, you will need:
• Child’s state-issued birth certificate
• Proof of residency (utility bill for power,
water, cable, sewer or noncellular phone, lease'
agreement, etc.)
• Child’s Social Security number (optional)
For a complete list of documents that can be accept
ed,
visit
the
choice
website
(www.pinellaschoice.org) and click on "new student
registration" or call a Family Education and
Information Center before you go. (St. Petersburg
727-552-1595; Clearwater 727-298-2858).

Recognized as one of the most influential black
intellectuals of the 20th century, W.E.B. Du Bois, a
Harvard graduate, encouraged intellectual develop
ment, economic independence, and helped found the
NAACP.
In 1903, his collection of essays was published in
his most famous work, The Souls ofBlack Folk. It was
in this book that he introduced the time the idea of
"double consciousness," in which African Americans
struggle for identity between their American lifestyles
and their African heritage. He argued that the problem
of "the color line" was the central issue of the 20th
century.

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

HAIRSTYLnG
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

Controlling diabetes
makes a huge difference.
My granddaughter means the world
to me. So Fin controlling mv
diabetes. That means 1 keep my
blood sugar close to normal by
watching what I eat and walking
everv dav. I always take mv
medicine and test my blood sugar.

ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS!!
Do you have a few hours each week you would like to share?
St. Petersburg College, Midtown Campus located in the
St. Petersburg Housing Authority’s Center for Achievement
on the comer of 22nd Street and lOth Avenue South
is in need of volunteer tutors in:

With my diabetes under control,
I feel a lot better and have more
energy. Best of all. Fm going to
be around for my family... fo
ror my
friends... for life.

Reading
Writing
Biology
Mathematics
Elementary Algebra
Intermediate Algebra
College Algebra
Receptionists are also needed!
Hours are flexible Monday - Thursday from 9:30am - 8:30pm
and Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm
Enjoy volunteer benefits including access to
athletic facility and library privileges, bookstore
discounts and access to college-sponsored events.
Give a few hours each week and become
an important part of your community college.

W.E.B. DuBois
February 23,1868 — August 27,1963

Call 1-800-438-5383 to team more.
Or visit tis at http://iKlep.nih.goY

NATIONAL
WW
COUCATfi
rIOC IA M

A joint program
of the National
Institutes of
Health and the
Centers fer
Disease Control
and Prevention.

Control your
diabetes.

Call St. Petersburg College, Special Services at (727) 341-4303.
A FUftUC M KVICI Ot IWtt PUBllCAHON
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

K£t

PICK OF THE

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
“W/ien You Need Quality

WHO

Craftsmanship ”

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 433-1349
Lic.*ER13012312

CA$H 3
547 071 399
132
394 625 704

2-3

6-4

7-8

5-4

3-5

2-1

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Be aware of deception when it comes
to your position, and be sure not to jump to conclusions. You are
best not to say too much to colleagues. Your creative talent will
prove to be lucrative if put to proper use. Disharmony in your
relationship may cause minor ailments.
TAURUS (Apr 21-May 21) Romance will be on your mind, and
chances for ideal connections are in the works. Do not give your
heart to someone who may not live up to your standards.
Romance will come through involvement with fundraising
organizations. Someone may try to damage your reputation.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Try to avoid being extravagant this
week. Make plans to attend group discussions or get together
with friends who like to talk as much as you do. You may find
that female colleagues will be more help than you anticipated.
Try out for a local sports team such as volleyball, tennis, lawn
bowling, or whatever interests you.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Try to get away with your mate.
Work on legitimate financial deals that may enable you to bring
in some extra cash. Relatives may play an important role in your
social activities. If you can get away for a vacation, do so.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) You can make progress if you deal with
the right individuals. It's time to reevaluate your motives.
Implement your ideas into your projects at work. Romance
appears..
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Friendships will be ruined if you let
too many people get involved in any disputes. Opportunities to
make advancements through good business sense are evident.
You can make money but not through harebrained schemes or
gambling. Put your efforts into making changes to your domestic
scene.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Control your emotions and every
thing will fall into place. Secret affairs may only cause compli
cations in your life. Any capricious behavior will confuse loved
ones and your mood swings will result in loneliness. Romantic
opportunities will be plentiful if you go out with friends.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Seminars will provide you with
knowledge and amusement. Romantic opportunities will be plen
tiful if you get out and mingle. Be careful not to come on too
strongly. Your mate could get on your nerves if he or she backs
you into an emotional comer or puts restrictions on your time.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) It may not be the best day to
confront employers or to present your ideas. You can make
changes to your living Quarters that should please family mem
bers. Don't push your luck with authority. Refuse to get involved
in idle chatter; it will only make you look bad.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Romantic encounters will be
full of excitement. You can easily impress others with your gen
erous nature. Make changes to your living quarters that will
please the whole family. Be tactful if you see flaws in someone
else's work.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Go out with friends. You can get
the attention of important individuals but it might not be the time
to get them to help or to back your ideas. Your emotional stabil
ity may influence the changes taking place in your personal life.
You will enjoy lavish forms of entertainment and should consid
er making arrangements early.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar 20) You could expand your circle of
friends if you get involved in unusual activities. Do the necessary
chores and then do things that please you. You will feel better
about yourself and you may also meet potential lovers. You are
best to work behind the scenes on projects that require detail or
precision.

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
(FL License Required)

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life»HeaIth«DentaI«Vision
Disability«Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also
UgjPb.- 727-328-9878

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

“Change
yourself
slowly and
cheerfully.
Conditions
will change
immediately
and unimag
inably. ”
- Sri Chinmoy

Morooeu

te bunxl ctltoips/

3 veos ccovtrn fenarce, ch maruwreni

oanckhtes. phased
72 7 796-5529.

bright
house

(727) 687-5315.

AHHAJCNAs

GOD
BLESS
AMERICA!

K Fax: 727-328-9545^1

BRAND NEW QUEEN
double-sided pillow top mat
tress set in plastic. Sacrifice
$130. Can deliver. 727-5863555.________ _____________
BRAND NAME KING
SIZE LUXURY PILLOW
TOP mattress. Never used.
Must sell $183. Will deliver.
727-584-6008._____________
Bed. New full size mattress
set with warranty. Sacrifice
$122. Can deliver. 727-5859766.________
NEW
BLACK
IRON
CANOPY BED and mattress
set. Still packaged. Must sell.
$274. Will deliver. 727-5863088.

King
Size
Serta
Perfect Sleeper w/
Box Springs. Brand
new,
never used.
Still in plastic. Was
$1800.00. Sacrifice
$375.00.

727*469*8986

RNs, LPNs

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

^uSINESS OFFICE MANAGER^

Bed

Two bedroom Townhome
$575.00
1 Month FREE
Free Child Care ages 6-12

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

A Unique Profession!!

Bonded & Insured

ITEMS FOR SALE

35-43-49

The Hospice
OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

WEEK!
5-10-20

Palmetto Park
Apartments

MEET
YOUR
MATCH

Bldg Maintenance - Cleaning, minor
repairs, self-motivated. Must have valid drivers
license. Living wage excellent benefits. 30 hrs
per week. Call for application 813-238-8001
ext. 24

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

Diabetes mfPAlN
Afmty

people with diabetes

a mild to severe form
damage known as
Sviabetic Neuropathy.

If you are a diabetic and have been
experiencing pain, numbness and /or tingling in
your legs or feet, you may qualify for a
clinical research study for Diabetic Neuropathy.
Qualified participants will receive all studyrelated care and investigational drug at no cost.
Compensation may be offered for time and
travel expenses.
Call Mon-Fn for more information

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

HAVE A
GREAT
DAY!

DO YOU HAVE
SOMETHING TO SELL?
STOP IN OR CALL TODAY
TO PLACE YOUR AD
2500 - DR. M.L. KING ST. S.

727.343.4706
6010 Park Boulevard, Pinellas Park, PL

WMNF-FM is seeking a Volunteer and Com
munity Outreach Coordinator responsible for
volunteer recruitment and activity and station
/community relationships .Must have excellent
communication and organizationaf ’skills. Re
quires some evenings & weekends^ Salary and
excellent benefits.
Send resume’ to WMNF
1210 E. MLK Jr Blvd Tampa, FI 33603 Att:
Mercedes Skelton or e-mail Jobs@wmnf.org.

(727) 896-2922

A RCH

www, radian (research, earn

There Is A
Reason To Read The
Weekly Challenger

e-mail:
smfaith @ tampabay.rr.com

The Weekly Challettyer

j

2500 M. L. King St. S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

HOTLINE
NUMBERS
The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources
Counseling:
(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

Subscription Cost:
$15.00 - 6 Months

$30 -Yearly

Name:

............... .

Address:

y

City/State/Zip:
Phone #:
New Subscription:___

Date Paid:

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

(or)

(or)

Cash

Renewal:___

Check #

'asffigir
Amount Paid: $
Comments:

The Weekly Challenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

CALL TODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make Checks Pavable to: The Weekly Challenger

1
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ENTERTAINMENT
Def Poetry Jam Brought the Best to Tampa Bay

The acclaimed Def Poetry cast took to the stage at the Tampa Bay Performing
Arts Center last Saturday,

Staceyann Chin, a resident of New York
City and a Jamaican national, was a fea
tured performer on HBO’s "Russell
Simmons Presents Def Poetry."

Ishle Yi Park is a writer, educator and
activist who has performed at colleges
around the country. She was named 2004
Poet Laureate of Queens, N.Y.

Atlanta native Tamika Gray performs as
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